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[bookmark: Article_I_Administration]ARTICLE I
Administration

[bookmark: §_15.01_Introduction.]§ 15.01. Introduction.
A. Grant of power. The Common Council adopted this chapter to promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community; to regulate and restrict by ordinance, subject to § 62.23(7)(HM), Wis. Stats., the height, number of stories and size of buildings and other structures; the percentage of lot that structures may occupy; the size of yards, courts and other open spaces; subject to
§ 66.10015(3), Wis. Stats., the density of population; and the location and use of buildings, structures and land for trade, industry, mining, residence, or other purposes if there is no discrimination against temporary structures. The public shall liberally construe this chapter and any ordinance, resolution, or regulation enacted or adopted under this chapter in favor of the City and as minimum requirements adopted for the purposes stated. No person may deem this chapter a limitation of any power granted elsewhere.
B. Effective date. This chapter shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and publication.
C. District transitions. The zones listed below generally transitioned to the new zoning districts as listed in Table 0-1: Transitional District Table. However, some districts may shift due by Council resolution over time.

	Table 0-1: Transitional District Table

	Previous Zoning District
	New Zoning District

	R-A Residential Zone
	Z-2 Sub-Urban Zone

	R-B Residential Zone
	Z-3 General Urban Zone

	R-C Residential Zone
	Z-4 Urban Center Zone

	C-1 Neighborhood Shopping Zone
	Z-3 General Urban Zone

	C-2 Commercial Zone
	Z-4 Urban Center Zone

	C-3 Central Business Zone
	Z-4 Urban Center Zone

	M-1 Manufacturing Zone
	M-1 Manufacturing Zone

	M-2 Manufacturing Zone
	M-1 Manufacturing Zone

	B Public Building Zone
	(Allowed in all zones)

	P Park Zone
	Z-1 Natural Zone


D. Districts. The Common Council may divide the City into districts of such number, shape, and area as it may deem best suited to carry out the purposes of this section. Within such districts, it may regulate and restrict the erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, or use of buildings, structures, or land. All such regulations shall be uniform for each class or kind of building, and the use of land throughout each district, but the regulations in one district may differ from those in other districts. No ordinance enacted or regulation adopted under this subsection prohibits forestry operations by generally accepted forestry management practices, as defined under § 823.075(1)(D), Wis. Stats. The Council may establish mixed-use districts that contain any combination of uses, such as industrial, commercial, public, or residential uses, in a compact urban form. The Council may, with the consent of the owners, establish special districts, called planned development districts, with regulations in
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each, which, in addition to those provided in Subsection E, will, over time, tend to promote the maximum benefit from coordinated area site planning and diversified location of structures and which may have mixed compatible uses. Such regulations shall provide for a safe and efficient system for pedestrian and vehicular traffic, attractive recreation and landscaped open spaces, economical design, and location of public and private utilities and community facilities, as well as ensure adequate standards of construction and planning. Such regulations may also provide for land development in such districts with one or more principal structures and related accessory uses, and in planned development districts and mixed-use districts, the regulations need not be uniform.
E. Purpose. The Common Council adopts these regulations following the comprehensive plan designed to lessen congestion in the streets; secure safety from fire, panic, and other dangers; promote health and the general welfare; provide adequate light and air, including access to sunlight for solar collectors and to wind for wind energy systems; encourage the protection of groundwater resources; prevent the overcrowding of land; avoid undue concentration of population; facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements; and to preserve burial sites, as defined in § 157.70(1)(B), Wis. Stats. They make these regulations with reasonable consideration, among other things, of the character of the district and its peculiar suitability for uses to conserve the value of buildings and encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout such City.

[bookmark: §_15.02_Application.]§ 15.02. Application.
A. Minimum requirements. Every person shall hold the provisions of this chapter as the minimum requirements adopted for promoting public health, safety, morals, comfort, prosperity, and general welfare. The Common Council designed them to legally implement and influence the City of South Milwaukee, Wisconsin's development, per the powers granted under the provisions of § 62.23, Wis. Stats.
B. Compliance. All lots created or modified, uses of land, and structures erected, located, moved, reconstructed, extended, or structurally altered must comply with the provisions of this zoning chapter. In no case shall there be more than one principal building on one lot except where specifically allowed.
C. Conflicting provisions. It is not intended by this chapter to interfere with, abrogate, or annul any existing easements, covenants, or agreements between parties, nor to impair or interfere with any existing provisions of law or ordinance or any rules, regulations or permits previously adopted or issued or which shall be adopted or issued under law, relocating to the use, occupancy, location and height of buildings or premises or require larger open spaces than are imposed or required by such provisions of law or ordinance or by such rules, regulations or permits, the provisions of this chapter shall control.
D. Language and interpretation.
(1) Meanings and intent. Words and terms expressly defined in this zoning chapter, including those described in Article V, have the specific meanings assigned unless the context indicates another meaning. Words not expressly defined in this zoning chapter have the meaning assigned in Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary.
(2) Conjunctions. Unless the context expressly indicates otherwise, "and" indicates that all connected items or provisions apply, and "or" indicates that the connected items or provisions may apply singularly or in combination.
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(3) Computation of time. References to "days" are to calendar days unless otherwise expressly stated. References to "business days" are references to regular government working days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and City-observed holidays. This chapter calculates the time to complete an act by excluding the first day and including the last day. The ordinance excludes that day if the last day is a Saturday, Sunday, or a City-observed holiday. A day concludes at the close of business, and the Zoning Administrator shall consider any materials received after that time as the following day.
(4) Tenses and usage. Words used in the singular include the plural. The reverse is also true. Words used in the present tense include the future tense. The reverse is also true. The words "shall," "will," and "must" are mandatory. The word "may" is permissive, not mandatory or required. However, the phrase "may not" means the ordinance prohibits the referenced action. Phrases that include numbers, such as "up to x," "not more than x," and "a maximum of x," all include "x." The words "used" and "occupied" include "intended and designed to be used or occupied."
(5) Illustrations. This chapter provides illustrations for convenience and reference only. They do not define or limit the scope of any provision of this zoning chapter. In case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of this zoning chapter and any figure or illustration, the text governs.
(6) References to other regulations. All references in this zoning chapter to other City, county, state, or federal regulations are for informational purposes only and do not necessarily constitute a complete list of applicable regulations. References to other applicable regulations do not imply any responsibility by the City for enforcement of such regulations.
(7) Versions and citations. The public shall construe all references in this zoning chapter to other City, state, or federal regulations as referring to the most up-to-date version and citation for those regulations or successor regulations unless otherwise expressly indicated. When the subject authority repeals and does not replace any referenced regulations with other successor regulations, the zoning chapter requirements for compliance are no longer in effect.
(8) Lists and examples. The Common Council intends, unless otherwise expressly indicated, lists of items or examples that use "including," "such as," or similar terms to provide examples only. The public should not construe them as exhaustive lists of all possibilities.
(9) Delegation of authority. Whenever a provision requires the head of a department or another officer or employee of the City to perform an act or duty, they shall construe the provision as authorizing the department head or officer to delegate that responsibility to others over whom they have authority. Delegation of authority is not allowed when the provisions of this zoning chapter expressly prohibit such delegation.
(10) Public officials and agencies. Unless otherwise expressly stated, this chapter references employees, public officials, boards, and commissions of the City of South Milwaukee.
E. Map. The Common Council establishes the boundaries of zones as shown on a map entitled Zoning Map, City of South Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as a part of this chapter. All notations, references, and other information shown on it shall be as much a part of this chapter as if the matters and things set forth by said map were all fully described within this chapter. The City may establish this map as a layer of its geographic information system (GIS).
(1) Boundaries of zones.
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(a) Center lines. Boundaries shown as approximately following the center lines of public rights-of-way shall follow such center lines.
(b) Platted lines. Boundaries shown as approximately following platted lot lines shall follow such lot lines.
(c) City limit lines. Boundaries shown as approximately following City limit lines shall follow such lines.
(d) Railroad lines. Boundaries shown as approximately following railroad lines shall follow the center of the main tracks.
(e) Watercourses. Boundaries shown as approximately following the shoreline or center line of a river, stream, lake, or other watercourse shall follow the actual shoreline or center line of the watercourse. If, after establishing the boundary, the shoreline or center line of the watercourse moves because of natural processes, the boundary shall move with the shoreline or center line.
(2) Questions in determination. The Zoning Administrator shall determine the boundaries of all zoning districts and is responsible for revising the Zoning Map as soon as possible after the effective date of any ordinance establishing or amending zoning district boundaries.

[bookmark: §_15.03_Review_and_decision-making_autho]§ 15.03. Review and decision-making authority.

	Table 0-2: Review and Decision-Making Authority

	Procedure
	City staff
	Plan Commission
	Common Council
	Board of Appeals

	Zoning text amendments
	R
	R/PH
	DM
	—

	Zoning map amendments
	R
	R/PH
	DM
	—

	Zoning variances
	R
	—
	—
	DM/PH

	Administrative adjustment
	DM
	—
	—
	A/PH

	Zoning compliance review
	DM
	—
	—
	A/PH

	Sign permits
	DM
	—
	—
	A/PH

	Certificates of occupancy
	DM
	—
	—
	A/PH

	Construction site erosion and sediment control
	DM
	—
	—
	A/PH



Key
· R (Recommendation)
· DM (Decision maker)
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Key
· A (Appeals)
· PH (Public Hearing)

[bookmark: §_15.04_Zoning_Administrator.]§ 15.04. Zoning Administrator.
The Common Council, through the Plan Commission, vests the power to administer this chapter with the City Administrator. The City Administrator may delegate any administration powers to others as they see fit.

[bookmark: §_15.05_Application_procedures.]§ 15.05. Application procedures.
A. Forms. The Zoning Administrator may determine the specific form of application for all zoning procedures unless specifically noted within the zoning chapter. All applications must include the names, addresses, phone numbers, and electronic mail addresses of all owners of record of the subject property and all materials reasonably required to evaluate compliance with this zoning chapter.
B. Availability. The Zoning Administrator shall make all application forms and submittal requirements available to the public.
C. Fees. The Common Council shall establish application fees to cover the cost of providing hearing notices and other costs related to reviewing and processing applications. These fees may include late fees, penalties, and expedited processing fees.
D. Completeness, accuracy, and sufficiency. The Zoning Administrator may only process an application if the applicant submits it using the required number and form and includes all the needed information and fees.
(1) Incomplete applications. The Zoning Administrator may refuse acceptance of an incomplete or incorrect application. Suppose they determine an application incomplete or incorrect. In that case, they must provide the applicant written notice within 30 days and explain the application's deficiencies. Incomplete or incorrect applications may include one or more inaccuracies or omissions that hinder the timely or competent evaluation of the application's compliance with the zoning chapter requirements or applications subject to the authority of a different decision-making body. The Zoning Administrator shall consider the application withdrawn unless the applicant corrects the deficiencies within 90 days.
(2) Processing cycle. When the Zoning Administrator deems an application complete, they will place it in the first available application processing cycle for review by staff and other relevant decision-making bodies per the applicable review and approval procedures.
E. Notices. Whenever the provisions of this zoning chapter require that the Zoning Administrator publishes a notice, they must publish the notice per Ch. 985, Wis. Stats. When the Zoning Administrator's records document the publication, mailing, or posting of notices, the Zoning Administrator will presume the required notice given. The failure of notices to reach any intended recipient does not invalidate any action taken on the subject matter of the notice. The Zoning Administrator shall not deem minor defects in required notices to impair the notice or invalidate proceedings under the notice. These minor defects include errors in a legal description, typographical errors, or grammatical errors that do not harm the communication of the notice to affected parties. If questions arise at the hearing regarding the adequacy of notice, the body conducting the hearing must
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make a formal finding about whether there was substantial compliance with the notice requirements.
F. Hearings.
(1) Rules. The body conducting the hearing is authorized to establish reasonable rules and regulations governing the conduct of hearings and the presentation of information and comments.
(2) Continuation. Once commenced, the hearing body may continue a public hearing. The Zoning Administrator does not need to republish notices if the body sets and announces continuance for a specified date and time.
(3) Indefinite continuation. If the body continues or postpones the hearing indefinitely from the date of the originally scheduled public hearing, the Zoning Administrator shall publish new notices before the rescheduled hearing. If the applicant requests, and the body grants, a continuance or postponement requiring notification, the body conducting the hearing may require the applicant to pay any notification costs.
G. Conditions. Review bodies, including staff, are authorized to recommend conditions and decision-making bodies are authorized to approve the subject application with conditions. Any conditions recommended or approved must relate to a situation likely created or aggravated by the proposed use or development and must be roughly proportional to the use or development's impacts. Per
§ 66.10016(3), Wis. Stats., any conditions relating to new by-right residential developments shall coincide with ordinances and approved plans at the time of application.
H. Burden of proof. Applications must address relevant review and decision-making criteria. In all cases, the applicant is responsible for showing that an application or proposal complies with all applicable review or approval criteria.

[bookmark: §_15.06_Zoning_text_amendments.]§ 15.06. Zoning text amendments.
A. Authority to initiate. The Mayor, Common Council, the Plan Commission, or the Zoning Administrator may initiate a zoning text amendment.
B. Staff recommendation. The Zoning Administrator must prepare a recommendation on the zoning text amendment for consideration by the Plan Commission and Common Council.
C. Public hearing. The Zoning Administrator shall direct the City to publish a class 2 notice, under Ch. 985, Wis. Stats., and notify the required parties per § 62.23(7)(D), Wis. Stats. The Plan Commission shall hold a public hearing regarding the zoning text amendment within 60 days of receiving the Zoning Administrator's recommendation.
D. Plan Commission recommendation. After closing the public hearing, the Plan Commission shall provide a recommendation and report on the zoning text amendment to the Common Council.
E. Common Council decision. Following receipt of the Plan Commission's recommendation and report, the Common Council shall act on the proposed amendment. If the Plan Commission does not forward a recommendation and report to the Common Council within 60 days of the Zoning Administrator submitting their recommendation, they may hold the required hearing and act on the zoning text amendment.
F. Review criteria and standards. Zoning text amendments are legislative decisions of the Common Council based on consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and promotion of public health, safety,
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and general welfare.

Figure 0-1: Zoning Text Amendment Procedures
[image: ]


[bookmark: §_15.07_Zoning_Map_amendments.]§ 15.07. Zoning Map amendments.
A. Authority to initiate. The Common Council, the Plan Commission, the Zoning Administrator, an eligible applicant, or an eligible applicant's authorized agent may initiate a Zoning Map amendment.
B. Pre-application meeting. An eligible applicant or an eligible applicant's authorized agent must meet with the Zoning Administrator to discuss the proposed amendment and application procedures before they apply.
C. Application filing. Applicants shall file applications with the Zoning Administrator.
D. Staff recommendation. The Zoning Administrator must prepare a recommendation on the Zoning Map amendment for consideration by the Plan Commission and Common Council.
E. Hearing. The Zoning Administrator shall direct the City to publish a class 2 notice, under Ch. 985, Wis. Stats., and notify the required parties per § 62.23(7)(D), Wis. Stats. The Plan Commission shall hold a public hearing regarding the Zoning Map amendment within 60 days of receiving the Zoning Administrator's recommendation.
F. Plan Commission recommendation. After closing the public hearing, the Plan Commission will recommend and report to the Common Council on the Zoning Map amendment.
G. Common Council decision. Following receipt of the Plan Commission's recommendation and report, the Common Council shall act on the proposed amendment. If the Plan Commission does not forward a recommendation and report to the Common Council within 60 days of the Zoning Administrator submitting their recommendation, they may hold the required hearing and act on the zoning text amendment.
H. Review criteria and standards. Zoning Map amendments are legislative decisions of the Common Council based on consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and promotion of public health, safety, and general welfare.
I. Successive applications. If the Common Council denies a proposed Zoning Map amendment, no applicant may file a Zoning Map amendment application requesting the same or more intensive zoning for the subject property for one year from the date of final action by the Common Council unless the Common Council expressly acts to deny the previous application without prejudice or the new application is substantially different than the one that the Council denied.
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Figure 0-2: Zoning Map Amendment Procedures
[image: ]

[bookmark: §_15.08_Appeals_and_variances.]§ 15.08. Appeals and variances.
A. Applicability.
(1) The Board of Appeals shall hear and decide the following appeals.
(a) If someone alleges an administrative official erred in any order, requirement, decision, or determination made in the enforcement of the zoning ordinance.
(b) To hear and decide special exception to the terms of the zoning ordinance upon which such Board must pass under such ordinance.
(c) To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of the ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest, where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordinance will result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship, such that the applicant observes the spirit of the ordinance, secures public safety and welfare, and does substantial justice.
(2) The Board may also permit, in appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the ordinance, someone to erect or use for public utility purposes a building or premises in any location that is reasonably necessary for the public convenience and welfare.
B. Prohibited variances. The Board of Appeals shall not:
(1) Permit a principal use in a zoning district not otherwise allowed in that zoning district (i.e., use variances);
(2) Waive, modify, or amend any definition or interpretation of a use classification;
(3) Waive, modify, or otherwise vary any of the review and approval procedures;
(4) Waive, vary, modify, or otherwise override a condition of approval or requirement imposed by an authorized decision-making body, the state, or the federal government;
(5) Waive, vary, or modify applicable minimum lot area per unit (density) standards;
(6) Waive, vary, or modify provisions this Code assigns jurisdiction to another decision-making
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body for exceptions or other modifications; or
(7) Waive, vary, or modify provisions for which this Code expressly prohibits variances.
C. Authority to initiate. Any person aggrieved or by any officer, department, board, or bureau of the City affected by any decision of the administrative officer may take an appeal to the Board of Appeals.
D. Application filing. Appellants shall file appeals and variances with the Zoning Administrator.
E. Staff record. The Zoning Administrator shall transmit to the Board of Appeals all the papers constituting the record upon which action the applicant appealed.
F. Public hearing notice. The Board of Appeals shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal or other matter referred to it, give public notice, and give due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the same within a reasonable time.
G. Hearing. Any party may appear in person or by an agent or attorney upon the hearing. In any action involving a listed property, as defined in § 44.31(4), Wis. Stats., the Board shall consider any suggested alternatives or recommended decision submitted by the Plan Commission.
H. Burden of proof. A property owner bears the burden of proving "unnecessary hardship," as that term is used in this section, for a variance by demonstrating that strict compliance with a zoning ordinance would unreasonably prevent the property owner from using the property owner's property for a permitted purpose or would render conformity with the zoning ordinance unnecessarily burdensome. In all circumstances, a property owner bears the burden of proving that they based the unnecessary hardship on conditions unique to the property rather than considerations personal to the property owner and that the property owner did not create the unnecessary hardship.
I. Additional decision-making criteria.
(1) Parcel-as-a-whole. If a whole parcel (but not necessarily each portion of the parcel) provides some reasonable use for its owner, then they do not meet the unnecessary hardship test.
(2) Self-imposed hardship. An applicant may not claim hardship because of conditions which are self-imposed.
(3) Circumstances of applicant. Circumstances of an applicant shall not factor in deciding variances.
(4) Financial hardship. Economic loss or financial hardship do not justify variances.
(5) Nearby violations. Nearby ordinance violations do not provide grounds for granting a variance.
(6) Objections from neighbors. A lack of objections from neighbors does not provide a basis for granting a variance.
J. Board of Appeals decision. In exercising their powers, the Board may, in conformity with the provisions of such section, reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision, or determination appealed from and may make such order, requirement, decision, or determination as it determines. To that end, it shall have all the powers of the officer from whom the applicant appealed and may issue or direct the issue of a permit.
K. Transferability. A variance granted by the Board of Appeals runs with the land.
L. Lapse of approval. Any variance granted expires within one year unless the applicant commences the
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action authorized by the variance within one year. The Board of Appeals may establish a separate mandatory commencement or completion date.
M. Successive applications. If the Board of Appeals denies an appeal or variance request, they may not accept an application for the same or a substantially similar appeal or request for one year from the denial date.
N. Appeal. State law provides that any person aggrieved by a zoning variance decision of the Board of Appeals may appeal the decision.
O. Administrative adjustments. The Zoning Administrator may, upon receipt of an administrative adjustment, modify a dimensional, physical, or locational requirement such as a setback, frontage, height, bulk, or density restriction for a structure by up to 10% if they notify all adjoining property owners of the variance in writing and do not receive any objections within 10 business days of mailing the notice. When reviewing administrative adjustments, the Zoning Administrator shall follow Subsections A, H and I. The Zoning Administrator may choose to refer any administrative adjustment to the Board of Appeals as a variance.

[bookmark: §_15.09_Zoning_compliance_review.]§ 15.09. Zoning compliance review.
A. Purpose. Before commencing with the execution of any work of the erection, construction, alteration, or addition to any building, the owner or agent shall secure a building permit from the Building Inspector. It is unlawful to commence such work unless the owner or agent obtains such permit. The provisions of the building, health, or other ordinances or regulations of the City of South Milwaukee affecting the premises shall have been complied with.
B. Timing. The Zoning Administrator must review all building permits for zoning compliance before the Building Inspector issues any permits.
C. Applications. Applicants for building permits must include enough information to demonstrate that the permit complies with this chapter.
D. Decision. The Zoning Administrator shall review each building permit application and approve or deny the permit on whether the proposed use, structure, or development complies with the provisions of this chapter. The Zoning Administrator shall refer matters identified by § 62.23(5), Wis. Stats., to the Plan Commission.

[bookmark: §_15.10_Sign_permits.]§ 15.10. Sign permits.
A. Sign permit applications. Sign permit applications shall include the following information:
(1) The applicant and property owner's name, address, telephone number, and email address.
(2) The proposed sign's location.
(3) The name of the person, firm, corporation, or association erecting the sign.
(4) Written consent of the owner of the proposed sign's location.
(5) A scaled, color depiction of the proposed sign with a written description of the materials; colors; letter height, type, and style; dimensions; type of illumination, if any; and the method of construction and attachment.
(6) A scaled site plan or plat of survey indicating the location and position of proposed signs in
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relation to nearby buildings and structures, existing signs on the site, and abutting property lines.
(7) A description of any existing signs that will remain.
(8) Additional information required by the Zoning Administrator or Building Inspector.
B. Sign permit procedures. Applicants shall apply for sign permits with the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall review the application for completeness and approve or deny, in writing, complete applications within 10 working days.
C. Time to construct. A sign permit shall become invalid if the applicant has not completed the work authorized under the permit within six months from the issuance date. The Zoning Administrator may extend the permit for three months at their discretion.

[bookmark: §_15.11_Certificates_of_occupancy.]§ 15.11. Certificates of occupancy.
A. Required. No entity shall occupy or use land or structures until the Zoning Administrator issues a certificate of occupancy. Situations for which the City requires a certificate of occupancy include new residential, alterations which include additional bedrooms to residential structures, new commercial buildings, alterations to commercial buildings, changes in use, adding accessory uses or structures, and new businesses.
B. Issuance. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a certificate of occupancy only once the Building Inspector, Public Works Director, Fire Chief, Assessor, or any other affected regulatory agency confirms that the applicant followed their applicable regulations. The Zoning Administrator may issue certificates of occupancy for existing uses or structures after inspecting and verifying whether the use or structure conforms to this chapter.
C. Temporary certificates. The Zoning Administrator may issue a temporary certificate of occupancy for up to six months during the completion of any final improvements. The Zoning Administrator may extend a temporary certificate of occupancy at their discretion so long as that extension does not affect the rights, duties, and obligations of the owner or the City.
D. Application. Parties may file complete applications for certificates of occupancy with the Zoning Administrator.
E. Work description and valuation. Applicants shall submit work descriptions and scheduled valuations for all improvements subject to the commercial building code before the Zoning Administrator may issue a certificate of occupancy.

[bookmark: §_15.12_Enforcement_and_penalties.]§ 15.12. Enforcement and penalties.
A. Enforcement. The Zoning Administrator and the South Milwaukee Police Department may enforce this chapter.
B. Forfeiture. Any entity who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects, refuses to comply with, or resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction, forfeit not less than $1 nor more than $200 for each offense, together with the costs of prosecution. Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense.
C. Default of payment. The City shall imprison any entity in default of payment under Subsection A in the House of Correction or Milwaukee County Jail until they pay their forfeiture and costs. This imprisonment shall not exceed 60 days for each violation.


Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/SO3798 on 2025-10-20


D. Compliance required. In addition to the penalty above provided, any entity shall, upon conviction, comply with the provisions of this chapter. Upon failure to comply, the City Attorney shall subject such entity to appropriate action to prevent, enjoin, abate, or remove each violation under the laws of the State of Wisconsin.
E. Other remedies. The Zoning Administrator may withhold or revoke any permit, certificate, or other form of authorization required when they determine that the applicant departed from the plans, specifications, or conditions required under the permit's terms. The Zoning Administrator may also grant permits subject to the condition that the applicant corrects any outstanding violations.
F. No permit defenses. In any violation, the fact that a City of South Milwaukee officer, board, or department may have issued a permit shall not constitute a defense, nor shall an error, oversight, or dereliction of duty on the part of any public official, body, or department constitute a defense.

[bookmark: §_15.13_Severability.]§ 15.13. Severability.
Should the courts declare any section, clause, or provision of this chapter invalid, the declaration shall not affect the validity of the chapter or any part of it other than the part declared invalid.
City of South Milwaukee, WI
§ 15.12
ZONING CODE
§ 15.13


Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/SO3798 on 2025-10-20


[bookmark: Article_II_Districts]ARTICLE II
Districts

[bookmark: §_15.14_Establishment_of_zones.]§ 15.14. Establishment of zones.
A. Zones. The Common Council divides the City into the following zones. For floodplain regulations, see Chapter 35.

	Table II-1: Zones

	Zone
	Description

	Z-1
	Natural Zone

	Z-2
	Sub-Urban Zone

	Z-3
	General Urban Zone

	Z-4
	Urban Center Zone

	M-1
	Manufacturing Zone

	PDD
	Planned Development

	W-O
	Wetland Overlay

	EC-O
	Environmental Corridor Overlay



[bookmark: §_15.15_Purpose_and_intent.]§ 15.15. Purpose and intent.
A. Z-1: Natural Zone. The Natural Zone provides for preserved areas of open space and recreational opportunities.
B. Z-2: Sub-Urban Zone. The Sub-Urban Zone provides for areas of larger lot sizes with limited commercial uses such as in-home, live-work, and other uses that have little to no impact on neighboring properties.
C. Z-3: General Urban Zone. The General Urban Zone provides for areas of historical neighborhood context where commercial uses mainly lie along corners, collector streets, or arterial streets.
D. Z-4: Urban Center Zone. The Urban Center Zone provides for areas of higher-intensity development where commercial uses mix horizontally or vertically with residential uses.
E. M-1: Manufacturing Zone. The Manufacturing Zone provides for areas of exclusive commercial or industrial uses.
F. PDD: Planned Development District.
(1) Purpose. Planned Development Districts comprise individual special districts, which, over time, promote the maximum benefit from coordinated area site planning and diversified location of structures and which may have mixed compatible uses.
(2) Limitations on use. No property owner may apply for a PDD unless the proposed development is impossible under otherwise applicable zoning regulations. Approved PDDs may only alter standards within this zoning chapter and City street cross-sections. No PDD may alter any other City-adopted standard.
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(3) Review procedure. The City shall review PDD districts and proposed amendments to approved districts per § 15.07. In reporting the application to the Plan Commission and Common Council, the Zoning Administrator must also describe why the PDD is preferable to amending the standard zoning ordinances.
(4) Application materials. Applicants must submit the following application materials.
(a) Project narrative. The project narrative shall include a written explanation from the applicant describing the community benefits of the proposed development and how the proposed development provides greater benefits to the City than would a development carried out under otherwise applicable zoning ordinance standards. The statement must also compare the proposed development with the standards of the most similar standard zoning district and detail the proposed uses within the district.
(b) Development plans. The development plans shall include all site, civil, and architectural plans in enough detail so that the Zoning Administrator, Plan Commission, and Common Council can review how the proposed site aligns with and differs from this chapter's regulations. Unless expressly provided in the development plan, properties within the PDD shall follow all other applicable provisions of this zoning chapter.
(5) Phasing. The City may approve a phased development plan within a PDD if the applicant details each phase within the proposed development plans.
(6) Lapse of approval. All PDDs shall automatically lapse and revert to the property's previous zoning district unless the property owner applies for a building permit for the subject property within 12 months of approval.
(7) Abandonment. The City may abandon any existing PDD per § 15.07.
G. Shoreland-Wetland Overlay Zone.
(1) District boundaries. The Shoreland-Wetland Zoning District includes all wetlands in the municipality which are 3.5 acres or more and shown on the final Wetland Inventory Map that has been adopted and made a part of this chapter and which are:
(a) Within 1,000 feet of the ordinary high-water mark of navigable lakes, ponds or flowages. Lakes, ponds or flowages in the municipality shall be presumed to be navigable if they are shown on the United States Geological Survey quadrangle maps or other zoning base maps which have been incorporated by reference and made a part of this chapter.
(b) Within 300 feet of the ordinary high-water mark of navigable rivers or streams, or to the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater. Rivers and streams shall be presumed to be navigable if they are designated as either continuous or intermittent waterways on the United States Geological Survey quadrangle maps or other zoning base maps which have been incorporated by reference and made a part of this chapter. The City shall use adopted floodplain zoning maps to determine the extent of floodplain areas.
(2) Determinations of navigability. The Zoning Administrator shall make determinations of navigability and ordinary high-water mark locations. When questions arise, the Zoning Administrator shall contact the appropriate district office of the Department for a final determination of navigability or ordinary high-water mark.
(3) Apparent discrepancies. When an apparent discrepancy exists between the Shoreland-Wetland
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District boundary shown on the official zoning maps and actual field conditions at the time the maps were adopted, the Zoning Administrator shall contact the appropriate district office of the Department to determine if the shoreland-wetland district boundary as mapped is in error. If Department staff concur with the Zoning Administrator that a particular area was incorrectly mapped as a wetland, the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to immediately grant or deny a zoning permit in accordance with the regulations applicable to the correct zoning district. In order to correct wetland mapping errors or acknowledge exempted wetlands, the Zoning Administrator shall be responsible for initiating a map amendment within a reasonable period.
(4) Filled wetlands. Wetlands which are filled prior to April 15, 1989, the date on which the municipality received final wetland inventory maps, in a manner which affects their wetland characteristics to the extent that the area can no longer be defined as wetland, are not subject to this chapter.
(5) Wetlands landward of a bulkhead line. Wetlands located between the original ordinary high water mark and a bulkhead line established prior to May 7, 1982, under § 30.11, Wis. Stats., are not subject to this chapter.
(6) Artificial areas. Per § 61.353, Wis. Stats., the shoreland protection regulations of this division do not apply to lands adjacent to an artificially constructed drainage ditch, pond, or retention basin not hydrologically connected to a natural navigable water body.
(7) Setbacks. The City establishes a shoreland setback area of at least 50 feet from the ordinary high-water mark; except a property owner may construct or place a principal building within the shoreland setback area if all of the following apply:
(a) The property owner constructs or places the principal building on a lot or parcel of land that is immediately adjacent on each side to a lot or parcel of land containing a principal building; and
(b) The property owner constructs or places the principal building within a distance equal to the average setback of the principal building on the adjacent lots or 35 feet from the ordinary high-water mark, whichever distance is greater.
H. Environmental Corridor Overlay Zone.
(1) Purpose. The Environmental Corridor Overlay preserves environmental corridors to recharge and discharge groundwater; maintain surface water and groundwater quality; reduce flood flows and flood stages; maintain base flows of streams and watercourses; reduce soil erosion; abate air and noise pollution; provide wildlife habitat; protect plant and animal diversity; protect rare and endangered species; maintain scenic beauty; provide opportunities for recreational, educational, and scientific pursuits; and avoid serious and costly development problems because these areas are frequently poorly suited for urban development.
(2) District boundaries. The Environmental Corridor Protection Overlay includes the most up-to-date delineation of all primary and secondary environmental corridors and isolated natural resource areas delineated by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission.
(3) Permitted uses. The City permits only necessary transportation and utility uses, O-2 uses, and R-1 uses within the zone.
(4) Zone coverage. The City limits development, as measured by impervious coverage, within the zone to no more than 10% of the total contiguous zoned area. Shoreland-Wetland Overlay Zones
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and Floodplain Zones may further restrict development areas.

[bookmark: §_15.16_Lot_and_building_regulations.]§ 15.16. Lot and building regulations.
A. Lot and building regulations.

	Table II-2: Lot and Building Regulations

	
	Z-1
	Z-2
	Z-3
	Z-4
	M-1
	PDD

	Lot Occupation

	Lot Width (feet)
	Not applicable
	60 min.
110 max.
	30 min.
90 max.
	180 max.
	900 max.
	Established during district adoption

	Maximum Impervious Coverage (%)
	Not applicable
	50
	60
	90
	90
	

	Setbacks — Principal Building

	Street Setback (Principal) (feet)
	Regulations of most restrictive abutting district
	24 min.
	6 min.
18 max.
	2 min.
12 max.
	24 min.
	Established during district adoption

	Street Setback (Secondary) (feet)
	Regulations of most restrictive abutting district
	8 min.
	6 min.
18 max.
	2 min.
12 max.
	12 min.
	

	Side Setback (feet)
	Regulations of most restrictive abutting district
	8 min.
	3 min.
Arterial streets: 0
	0 min.
24 max.
	12 min.
	

	Rear Setback (feet)
	Regulations of most restrictive abutting district
	8 min.
	3 min.
	3 min.
	12 min.
	

	Minimum Frontage Buildout (%)
	Regulations of most restrictive abutting district
	40
	60
	80
	40
	

	Setbacks — Accessory Building

	Street Setback (feet)
	Regulations of most restrictive abutting district
	20 min. + principal building setback
	20 min. + principal building setback
	40 max. from rear property line
	20 min. + principal building setback
	Established during district adoption

	Side Setback (feet)
	Regulations of most restrictive abutting district
	6
	3
	3
	6
	

	Rear Setback (feet)
	Regulations of most restrictive abutting district
	6
	3
	3
	6
	


B. Contextual street-yard building setbacks. If a primary structure exists on any immediately adjacent parcel, not including parcels separated by a public right-of-way, the street-yard setback for the subject
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parcel shall be the average of the minimum street-yard setback of the subject zone and the setback of the adjacent primary structure(s). In no circumstance shall the street-yard setback exceed the maximum street-yard setback of the subject zone.
C. Setback encroachments. Open or enclosed fire escapes, terraces, and unenclosed stairways may project into a side or rear yard not more than four feet; provided that they are not closer than three feet to any lot line.
D. Height regulations. When multiple ratios apply to a property, the City shall limit the building height to the lowest height at any given point on the property for the given ratios. All buildings may increase in height by one foot for every foot into the property perpendicular to the property line.

	Table II-3: Height Regulations

	
Right-of-Way Type
	Principal Building Height
	Accessory Building Height
	Right-of-Way Width
	
Example

	Major Arterial
	1
	0.3
	1
	120-foot height allowance at property line: 120-foot right-of-way

	Minor Arterial
	0.7
	0.3
	1
	84-foot height allowance at property line: 120-foot right-of-way

	Collector
	0.5
	0.25
	1
	40-foot height allowance at property line: 80-foot right-of-way

	Local
	0.33
	0.15
	1
	22-foot height allowance at property line: 66-foot right-of-way

	Alleys, pedestrian connections, and multi-use pathways
	1
	1
	1
	20-foot height allowance at property line: 20-foot right-of-way



Figure II-1: Height Regulation Diagram
[Provided by City]
(1) Accessory building height limitations. No property owner may build an accessory building taller than the primary structure, 24 feet, or the accessory building height ratio contained within Table II-3: Height Regulations, whichever is less.
(2) Contextual building heights. If a primary structure exists on any immediately adjacent parcel, not including parcels separated by a public right-of-way, the maximum building height shall not
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exceed the following multipliers.

	Table II-4: Contextual Building Height Limits

	
Adjacent Zone
	Increase in Stories Above Structure on Adjacent Parcel

	Z-1
	No limit

	Z-2
	1.50x

	Z-3
	2.0x

	Z-4
	4.0x

	M-1
	No limit


(3) Height. The City measures height as the vertical distance from the average ground elevation along the structure's base to the highest point of the subject structure. The average ground elevation is the midpoint between the highest and lowest ground elevations along the exterior building wall.
(a) Exceptions. Chimneys, cooling towers, elevators, necessary mechanical appurtenances, and public utility structures not intended for human occupancy may exceed the limitations of this chapter.
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[bookmark: Article_III_Uses]ARTICLE III
Uses

[bookmark: §_15.17_Use_Table.]§ 15.17. Use Table.

	Table III-1: Uses

	Use
	Z-1
	Z-2
	Z-3
	Z-4
	M-1
	Reference

	Assembly

	A-1 (Theaters, indoor sporting, outdoor activities)
	—
	—
	—
	P
	—
	§ 15.28A

	A-2 (Food and drink)
	—
	—
	>
	P
	—
	§ 15.28A

	A-3
(Amusement)
	—
	—
	>
	P
	—
	§ 15.28A

	Business

	B (Professional or service)
	—
	—
	>
	P
	P
	§ 15.28B

	Educational

	E (Schools and day cares)
	—
	—
	>
	P
	P
	§ 15.28E

	Factory

	F (Low- and Moderate-hazard)
	—
	—
	—
	—
	P
	§ 15.28F

	High-Hazard

	H (High-hazard)
	—
	—
	—
	—
	P
	§ 15.28H

	Home Occupation

	HO-1 (Home office)
	—
	P
	P
	P
	—
	§ 15.28H

	HO-2 (Small business)
	—
	P
	P
	P
	—
	§ 15.28H

	Institutional

	I-1 (24-hour care facilities)
	—
	—
	—
	P
	P
	§ 15.28I

	I-2 (Secure facilities)
	—
	—
	—
	—
	P
	§ 15.28I

	I-3 (Day care facilities)
	—
	—
	>
	P
	P
	§ 15.28I




	Table III-1: Uses

	Use
	Z-1
	Z-2
	Z-3
	Z-4
	M-1
	Reference

	Mercantile

	M (Merchandise sales)
	—
	—
	>
	P
	P
	§ 15.28M

	Outdoor

	O-1
(Cemeteries)
	P
	P
	P
	—
	—
	§ 15.28O

	O-2 (Natural areas and recreation)
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	§ 15.28O

	O-3 (Non-
accessory parking)
	—
	—
	P
	P
	P
	§ 15.28O

	Residential

	R-1 (Permanent
<=2)
	—
	P
	P
	—
	—
	§ 15.28R

	R-2 (Permanent
>=3)
	—
	—
	>
	P
	—
	§ 15.28R

	R-3 (Transient occupancy)
	—
	—
	>
	P
	—
	§ 15.28R

	Storage

	S (Low- and moderate-hazard)
	—
	—
	—
	—
	P
	§ 15.28S

	Utility and Miscellaneous

	U (Accessory structures and uses)
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	§ 15.28U



[bookmark: §_15.18_Interpretation_of_Use_Table.]§ 15.18. Interpretation of Use Table.
A. Permitted uses. The City permits uses identified with "P" as-of-right in the subject zoning district, subject to compliance with any supplemental regulations identified in its definition.
B. Frontage uses. The City permits uses identified with ">" as-of-right on parcels with frontage along arterial streets in the subject zoning district, subject to compliance with any supplemental regulations identified in its definition.
C. Prohibited uses. The City prohibits uses identified with "-" and uses not listed in the Use Table and that the Zoning Administrator does not interpret to fall within any defined use category or subcategory.
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D. References. The final column of the Use Table includes a cross-reference to the use definition and any applicable supplemental use regulations that apply to that use. The City requires compliance with supplemental use regulations.
E. Use classification. The Zoning Administrator may assign proposed uses to the appropriate category based on the provisions of this division. If the ordinances do not clearly define the proposed use, they may determine the most similar use category based on the actual or projected characteristics of the proposed use. When determining use categories, the Zoning Administrator must consider:
(1) The proposed use's designation under the International Building Code;
(2) The types of activities that typically occur in conjunction with the use;
(3) The proposed use's equipment and processes;
(4) The existence, number, and frequency of residents, customers, or employees;
(5) Parking demands; and
(6) Other factors the Zoning Administrator deems relevant.
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[bookmark: article_IV_Site_Design_Standards]ARTICLE IV
Site Design Standards

[bookmark: §_15.19_Architectural_standards.]§ 15.19. Architectural standards.
A. Applicability. The architectural standards apply to all structures in all zoning districts.
B. Building facade design.
(1) Facade materials. Architects shall finish the exterior facades of primary structures with the following materials. The Zoning Administrator is authorized to approve the use of alternative high-quality, durable building materials.
(a) Brick masonry;
(b) Wood siding;
(c) Stone;
(d) Concrete;
(e) Glass, not including spandrel or covered glass products which prohibit all light from entering the building;
(f) Architectural metal panels;
(g) Cast or cementitious siding designed to appear like natural materials; or
(h) Stucco, not including EIFS or other faux stucco products.
(i) Vinyl siding, limited to R-1 uses only.
(2) Facade consistency. Architects shall finish all sides of primary structures with similar materials that carry the building's architectural style around every side of the building.
(3) Masonry. The City prohibits painting unpainted brick, stone, or terra cotta or covering those materials by another cladding material. Property owners may paint previously painted masonry. Property owners shall remove paint or clean unpainted masonry with the gentlest method possible, and the City prohibits sandblasting and other abrasive cleaning methods. Property owners shall repaint defective mortar by duplicating the original mortar in color, style, texture, and strength. Property owners shall replace deteriorated masonry with new masonry that duplicates the old masonry materials as closely as possible.
(4) Windows.
(a) Transparency requirements. The first-floor street-facing facade of all non-R use buildings shall include at least 50% transparent materials. Each upper story street-facing facade of all non-R use buildings shall include at least 20% transparent materials per story. Alternatively, for renovations of existing buildings see § 15.19B(4)(b).
(b) Window replacement and restoration. Property owners shall restore windows of existing buildings with traditional storefronts to their original condition. The City permits new, simplified, contemporary interpretations when exact reconstruction is not practical. The City prohibits reducing window opening sizes and filling openings with materials such as glass block. Replacement windows shall duplicate the appearance and design of the
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original sash to the greatest extent possible.
(5) Trim and ornamentation. Property owners shall repair or replace all structural and decorative elements of facades on existing buildings to match or be compatible with the original materials and design of the building to the greatest extent possible. This includes window caps, carved stonework, ornamental plaques, and cornices.
(6) Awnings and entrance canopies. The City shall only permit traditional tent style storefront awnings made of canvas or neoprene impregnated fabric. Awnings shall not conceal decorative features of a facade. The City prohibits internally illuminated, half round hoop, truncated wedge-shaped, and vinyl awnings. No awnings shall use soffit panels.
(7) Security gates and bars. The City prohibits the installation of either interior, exterior, permanent, or retractable security gates or bars.
(8) Accessory building materials.
(a) Accessory buildings without dwelling units. Accessory buildings without dwelling units visible from the public right-of-way must match the architectural style and major building materials of the principal building.
(b) Accessory buildings with dwelling units. Accessory buildings with dwelling units must match the architectural style and major building materials of the principal building.

[bookmark: §_15.20_Nonconformities.]§ 15.20. Nonconformities.
A. Authority to continue. A property owner may continue any existing lot, structure, use, or sign that no longer conforms upon adoption of any amendment to this zoning chapter in accordance with the regulations of this section unless otherwise expressly stated.
B. Determination of nonconformity. Property owners hold the burden of proving legally established nonconformities. The Zoning Administrator shall determine whether a property owner provided adequate proof of nonconforming status.
C. Repairs and maintenance. Property owners must maintain nonconformities per all other applicable building and property maintenance codes. They may repair and maintain nonconformities so long as repair and maintenance activities do not expand the extent of the nonconformity, unless the repair and maintenance activity are an express order from a duly authorized City official to strengthen or restore nonconformity to a safe condition or to comply with state or federal requirements. Intentionally disregarding the property's maintenance in a way which causes the property's destruction may disqualify a property owner for nonconforming status.
D. Change in ownership. Nonconforming status runs with the land. Changes in ownership, tenancy, or management do not solely affect nonconforming status.
E. Nonconforming lots. Property owners may use lawfully created nonconforming lots in accordance with the use regulations that apply in its subject zoning district subject to compliance with all applicable setback and building regulations.
F. Nonconforming structures.
(1) Alterations and expansions. Property owners may only expand a nonconforming structure in a way that complies with all applicable lot and building regulations of the subject zoning district
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and does not increase the extent of the existing nonconformity, except as stated in Subsection C.
(2) Movement. Property owners may only move a nonconforming structure to another location on the same lot if the movement reduces the extent of the nonconformity.
(3) Replacement. Property owners may restore or replace a nonconforming structure at the size, location, and use that it had immediately before the damage or destruction occurred so long as violent wind, vandalism, fire, flood, ice, snow, mold, or infestation unintentionally caused the damage or destruction.
G. Nonconforming uses.
(1) Change of use. Property owners may only change nonconforming uses to new uses if the subject zoning district allows the new use.
(2) Expansion of use. Property owners may only expand nonconforming uses within the structure designated for that use before the use gained nonconforming status.
(3) Discontinuance. Property owners lose nonconforming use status when they change the use to a conforming use or discontinue the use for a continuous year. Periods of discontinued use caused by other government action, violent weather, or other causes beyond the control of the property owner do not count towards calculating the length of any discontinuance.
H. Existing nonconforming signs.
(1) Existing signs. Property owners may continue signs lawfully existing at the time of the adoption or amendment of this chapter if the size or location does not conform with the provisions of this chapter. This section deems such signs nonconforming uses or structures and the nonconforming use and structure provisions of this chapter shall apply.
(2) Change in use. When use changes necessitate a new sign structure, the property owner shall bring the sign into conformance with the provisions of this chapter. Changes in tenant panels within a multi-tenant sign do not constitute a change to the sign structure so long as they do not modify the size of the panel.

[bookmark: §_15.21_Signs.]§ 15.21. Signs. [Amended 8-5-2025 by Ord. No. 2283]
A. Purpose and intent. This section's intent is to provide comprehensive and balanced sign regulations that will preserve the right of free speech and expression; avoid excessive levels of visual clutter or distraction that are potentially harmful to traffic and pedestrian safety, property values, business opportunities, and community appearance; and ensure that signs are well-constructed, maintained, and expressive of the identity of individual activities and the community.
B. Compliance. No person shall locate, erect, move, reconstruct, extend, enlarge, convert, or structurally alter any sign without conforming to the provisions of this chapter and a sign permit, unless exempted from sign permit requirements under Subsection C or G.
C. Exemptions. The City exempts the following signs from the regulations contained in this chapter.
(1) A sign posted by a governmental agency.
(2) A sign integrated into or on an automatic teller machine, coin-operated machine, or vending machine.
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(3) Fuel price signs on lots occupied by fueling stations, as required by Wis. Stats., § 100.18(8).
(4) A sign carried by a person.
(5) Street addresses and numbers.
(6) Murals and other works of art that are not related by logo, pictorial depiction, or other means to the advertisement of any product or service or the identification of any business.
(7) Holiday lights and decorations containing no commercial message and displayed during the appropriate time of year.
(8) Flags, up to a maximum of three per lot or parcel. The length of the hoist side of any flag shall not exceed 20% of the vertical height of the pole. Property owners must fly U.S. flags in accordance with protocol established by the U.S. Congress. The City considers any flag that does not meet these requirements a sign subject to the requirements of this chapter.
D. Abandoned signs. Property owners shall remove all signs, sign messages, and supporting structures, as applicable, when the related use concludes or it is dilapidated beyond repair under the provisions of Wis. Stats., § 66.0413. If the owner fails to remove such signs, the Zoning Administrator may follow § 15.12.
E. Construction and maintenance.
(1) Wind pressure and dead load requirements. Property owners shall design and construct all signs and supporting structures to withstand wind pressure of not less than 40 pounds per square foot of area (1,916.74 Pa) and to receive dead loads as required in the Building Code.
(2) Protection of the public. The City permits temporary occupancy of a sidewalk, street, or other public property during the construction, removal, repair, alteration, or maintenance of a sign provided the applicant ropes off or isolates the temporarily occupied space.
(3) Maintenance. The owner of any sign shall keep the sign and supporting structure in good maintenance and repair which includes restoring, repainting, or replacing worn or damaged legally existing signage to its original permitted condition. Property owners shall maintain the signage premises in a clean, sanitary, and inoffensive condition, free and clear of all obnoxious substances, rubbish, and weeds.
(4) Construction. Property owners shall construct all sign elements in materials resistant to rust, rot, or other degradation. Property owners shall attach all sign elements to support structures or adjacent buildings via methods approved by the Building Inspector.
(5) Prohibited attachment areas. No property owner may attach, fasten, or anchor any sign element to any fire escape, fire ladder, or standpipe. No sign element may hinder or prevent ingress or egress through any door, window, or fire escape or hinder or prevent the Fire Department from raising or placing of ladders against a building.
(6) Electrical permits. Signs with electrical wiring require a separate electrical permit from the Building Inspector. No property owner may serve any sign with electricity via overhead electrical wiring.
(7) Unmovable base. If the Zoning Administrator approves a sign with external illumination, the property owner shall mount the illumination fixture on a permanent unmovable base to prevent the tampering or redirection of the fixture from the permitted configuration.
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F. General provisions.
(1) Signs resembling other signs. No sign shall resemble, imitate, or approximate the shape, size, form, or color of railroad or traffic signs, signals, or devices and shall not obstruct or interfere with the effectiveness of railroad or traffic signs, signals, or devices.
(2) Obstructing signs. No property owner shall locate a sign that obstructs or interferes with traffic visibility, nor illuminate it in a way that causes glare or impairs driver visibility upon public ways.
(3) Illuminated signs. Property owners may illuminate signs provided they, other than public traffic control signs, have no elements that flash, blink, rotate, or pulsate. All illuminated signage must meet the outdoor lighting standards of § 15.24. The City shall not consider signs that include changeable copy reader boards and electronic message boards (EMBs) flashing or pulsating signs, provided they comply with all other applicable provisions of this section.
G. Signs permitted without a permit. The City permits the following signs without a permit.
(1) Sale, lease, or rent signage. The City permits temporary freestanding or wall signs on properties or buildings for sale, lease, or rent not exceeding 24 square feet in area and nine feet in height. Such signs shall meet the minimum accessory structure setbacks or nine feet, whichever is less. No person shall place a temporary sign in a public right-of-way. The property owner shall remove all sale, lease, or rent signage within 10 days after they sell, lease, or rent the property.
(2) Construction signage. Each property may contain up to 32 square feet of temporary signage when it is subject to an active building permit. Building permit placards and other government-ordered signage do not count towards this allowance.
(3) Universal temporary board and banner signage.
(a) Residential properties. The City permits one temporary freestanding sign, not exceeding six square feet in area, provided that no such signs exceed four feet in height or lie within a public right-of-way. The City limits universal temporary signage to no more than 30 consecutive days two times in any calendar year. Common examples of temporary signage include yard sale, congratulatory postings, or notices of gatherings.
(b) Other properties.
[1] Temporary signs shall be approved by the Zoning Administrator.
[a] Churches, schools and institutions:
[i] Size: up to 32 square feet.
[ii] Height: maximum of eight feet.
[iii] Duration: limited to 30 consecutive days, limited to two times per year.
[b] Other uses:
[i] Business signs are limited to grand openings. Temporary promotional signs are prohibited except as related to sandwich board signs and window signs in Subsections G and H.
[ii] Size: up to 24 square feet.
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[iii] Duration: limited to 30 consecutive days.
[iv] Mounting:
[A] Business banners must be securely mounted to stable structures, such as buildings or fences.
[B] Temporary signs affixed to single poles are prohibited.
(c) Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.
(d) Special event signs: Signage promoting an event shall not be displayed more than 30 days before the event is held or more than 10 days after the event was held.
(4) Small permanent wall signage. The City permits small permanent wall signage that does not exceed two square feet in area and is mounted flush against a building.
(5) Interior and window signage. The City permits interior and inside-window signs intended for viewing from inside or outside the building, provided that such signs cover or obscure no more than 40% of the window's area.
(6) Election campaign signs. As provided in § 12.04, Wis. Stats., the City permits election campaign signs subject to the following requirements:
(a) No person may erect an election campaign sign before the first day of the election campaign period as defined in the Wisconsin Statutes. The property owner shall remove any election campaign sign within 10 days following the election.
(b) Election campaign signs shall not exceed 11 square feet in area unless the sign is affixed to a permanent structure; does not extend beyond the perimeter of the structure; and does not obstruct a window, door, fire escape, ventilation shaft, or other area which is required by the City building code to remain unobstructed.
(c) No person shall place any election campaign sign within a public right-of-way nor so close to a pedestrian way as to hinder or endanger safe passage.
H. Signs permitted with a permit.

	Table IV-1 Sign Regulations

	
Sign Type
	
Number Allowed
	
Sign Area (Maximum)
	Sign Height (Maximum, feet)
	
Where Allowed

	Ground
	1 per street yard
	1 square foot per linear foot of lot frontage
	10
	Street yard

	Wall
	No maximum so long as the total square feet of signage per facade does not exceed 1 square foot per linear foot of building facade
	N/A
	Street-facing building facade

	Projecting
	1 per business
	12 square feet
	N/A
	Within 6 feet of entrance

	Wayfinding
	No limit
	6 square feet
	5
	No limit
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	Table IV-1 Sign Regulations

	
Sign Type
	
Number Allowed
	
Sign Area (Maximum)
	Sign Height (Maximum, feet)
	
Where Allowed

	Sandwich Board
	1 per building, business, or tenant space as applicable
	12 square feet
	4
	Street yard or public sidewalk within 10 feet of business entrance


(1) Ground signs.
(a) Setbacks. Property owners must set ground signs back from the right-of-way a distance equal to their height.
(b) Grouping of uses. Property owners may group multiple uses within a single property on a single sign.
(2) Wall signs.
(a) Projections above roof line. Wall signs may not project above the roof line or eaves of a building.
(b) Parking area. A facade which faces a customer parking area counts as street-facing building facade.
(3) Projecting signs.
(a) Extension distance. Projecting signs may project no more than six feet into the public right-of-way and shall be at least 24 inches from the face of the street curb.
(4) Sandwich board signs. Property owners must remove sandwich board signs from any sidewalk by 2:30 a.m.
(5) Signs on public ways. No person shall place, erect, or maintain a sign within the public right-of-way without City approval. Signs shall not obstruct pedestrian or vehicular visibility, interfere with traffic control devices, or impede access to public infrastructure such as sidewalks, fire hydrants, utility poles, or drainage systems. Unauthorized signs placed in the public right-of-way are subject to immediate removal by the City without notice. The erection of any sign in the public way in the City of South Milwaukee shall be subject to the following regulations:
(a) No signs shall be erected or painted in the public way until a written request has been submitted to the City Engineer providing:
[1] The size of the sign.
[2] The sign material and weight of the sign.
[3] The method of supporting the sign.
[4] The location of the sign shown on a site map.
[5] The written consent of the owner of the building(s) if the request is made by someone other than the owner.
(b) The City may remove any signs found in the public right-of-way in violation of this
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chapter at the property owner's expense.
I. Signs prohibited in any district. The City prohibits the following signs.
(1) Abandoned signs.
(2) A vehicle or trailer used exclusively as a sign or advertising device. No person shall park any such vehicle or trailer on a public right-of-way, on public property, or on private property to be visible from a public right-of-way. This provision does not prohibit vehicle signs customarily attached, lettered, or painted on a vehicle or trailer to identify the ownership or function of the vehicle.
(3) Signs whose content violates any laws or regulations, including but not limited to the obscenity provisions of Chapter 944 of the Wisconsin Statutes.
(4) Signs painted, attached, or affixed to trees or other living vegetation.
(5) In multi-story or mixed-use buildings, wall or projecting signs on floors occupied by R uses.
(6) Signs for any R use except those specifically listed within Subsection G.
(7) Permanent corrugated plastic signs and other materials intended for interior use.
J. Sign measurements.
(1) Signable area. The signable area of a building is designated as the area of the facade of the building up to the roof line which is free of windows and doors or major architectural detail on which signs may be displayed. In computing signable area, any facade which faces or abuts a public right-of-way may be utilized. Calculations may include parapet walls, but shall exclude door and window openings.
(2) Measuring sign face.
(a) Area of copy. In calculating the area of a sign to determine whether it meets the requirement of this chapter, the Zoning Administrator shall include the sign copy and any border or frame surrounding that copy, but shall exclude supporting posts or foundations from the area calculation.
(b) Irregular shapes. The Zoning Administrator shall determine the area of irregularly shaped signs or signs containing two or more detached elements by measuring the area of the smallest regular polygon that will encompass all elements of the sign.
(c) Multi-sided signs. The Zoning Administrator shall use the area of only one side of a multi-sided sign if the sides are less than or equal to 30° from parallel of each other. If the sides are greater than 30° from parallel of each other, the Zoning Administrator shall count all sign faces towards the total sign area.
(3) Measuring sign height. The Zoning Administrator shall calculate sign height by measuring the vertical distance from the normal grade at the base to the highest point of the sign structure. The Zoning Administrator shall set the normal grade as the lowest of:
(a) The existing grade prior to construction;
(b) The newly established grade after construction, excluding any filling, berms, mounds, or excavating solely for locating the sign;
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(c) The average elevation of the property within 100 feet of the sign location; and
(d) The average between the sign elevation and the centerline elevation of an adjacent public right-of-way within 100 feet of the sign location.

[bookmark: §_15.22_Parking_and_loading_areas.]§ 15.22. Parking and loading areas.
A. Purpose. The regulations of this section encourage transit use and nonmotorized modes of transportation while also helping avoid the negative impacts of requiring excessive supplies of off-street parking (e.g., impervious surfaces, stormwater runoff, heat island effect, visual environment, parking encroachment into stable neighborhoods). The regulations also help protect the public health, safety, and general welfare by promoting economically viable and beneficial land use and providing flexible methods of responding to the transportation and access demands of various land uses in different areas of the City.
B. Applicability. The regulations of this section apply to all zoning districts and uses, including new uses and development, changes of use, and building enlargements or enhancements.
C. Bicycle parking.
(1) General design.
(a) Illumination. Property owners must illuminate all bicycle parking spaces accessible to users after dark.
(b) Location. Property owners must locate bicycle parking spaces in areas readily visible by the public or building users except for long-term spaces located in secure areas accessible only to employees, staff, or residents.
(c) Accessibility. Property owners must locate bicycle parking spaces in areas accessible without climbing stairs, going up or down a slope of more than 12%, and via a route on the property designed to minimize conflicts with motor vehicles and pedestrians.
(d) Clearance. Property owners must locate bicycle parking spaces in areas with at least two feet of clearance in all directions surrounding the spaces.
(e) Size. Property owners must provide bicycle parking spaces with a minimum dimensioned area of two feet wide by six feet long with at least seven feet of overhead clearance.
(2) Short-term bicycle parking.
(a) Amount. All uses that provide service to customers, clients, students, or other short-term visitors shall provide two short-term bicycle parking spaces plus one additional space for every 20,000 square feet of building floor area.
(b) Public parking credit. Property owners shall count existing publicly accessible bicycle parking spaces within 500 feet of the property towards the mandatory parking ratios.
(c) Location. Property owners must locate short-term bicycle parking spaces on private property within 75 feet of a building entrance accessible to the public. The Zoning Administrator may approve locations within the public right-of-way.
(3) Long-term bicycle parking.
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(a) Amount. All uses that include concentrations of employees or residents shall provide two long-term bicycle parking spaces plus one additional space for every 20,000 square feet of building floor area.
(b) Location. Property owners may not provide long-term bicycle parking spaces inside dwelling units or on balconies and must provide on-site signage to ensure way-finding to spaces unless clearly visible from the main building entrance.
(c) Design. Property owners must secure long-term bicycle parking spaces from theft and inclement weather. Examples of appropriate protection include bicycle lockers, attending parking areas, video-monitored parking areas, or restricted-access parking areas. Unless secured in individual lockers, property owners must also provide long-term bicycle spaces with a means to securely lock bicycles to a fixed rack.
D. Sidewalks. Property owners must provide pedestrian accommodations, such as sidewalks or multi-use pathways, along all sides abutting a public street unless specifically prohibited, in writing, by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation or Milwaukee County on roadways under their jurisdiction.
E. Internal pedestrian circulation. Property owners must provide an internal circulation system for pedestrian and nonmotorized travel on all lots except those solely occupied by R-1 uses.
(1) Connection to public sidewalks. The internal pedestrian circulation system must connect the main building entrance to all sidewalks located along street frontages abutting the site. Required connections must follow a direct route and not involve significant out-of-direction travel.
(2) Internal connections. The internal pedestrian circulation system must connect all buildings on the site and provide connections to other areas of the site used by pedestrians and nonmotorized travel, such as parking areas, bicycle parking, usable open spaces, recreation areas, and similar amenity features.
(3) Design.
(a) ADA-compliance. The internal pedestrian circulation system must be ADA-compliant.
(b) Drive-aisle crossings. Property owners must clearly differentiate when the internal pedestrian circulation system crosses drive aisles by elevation changes, different paving material, or other equally effective methods of safely accommodating nonmotorized travel, as approved by the Zoning Administrator. Striping alone does not meet this requirement.
(c) Parallel design. Property owners must raise the internal pedestrian circulation system at least six inches above the vehicle travel lane surface when the it is parallel and adjacent to a motor vehicle travel lane. Alternatively, property owners may separate the system from the vehicle travel lane by a raised curb, bollards, landscaping, or another physical barrier.
F. Accessible parking. Property owners must provide accessible parking facilities for persons with disabilities in accordance with all applicable state and federal regulations.
G. Use of motor vehicle parking areas. Property owners may only park licensed, operable motor vehicles in outdoor off-street motor vehicle parking spaces. They may not work on any motor in any outdoor motor vehicle parking space. They may not use any motor vehicle parking spaces for storing, displaying, or selling any goods or materials unless specifically approved by the Zoning Administrator.
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H. Parking area ratios.
(1) Amount. Property owners shall provide motor vehicle parking spaces in accordance with the following ratios.

	Table IV-2 Minimum Vehicle Parking Spaces Required

	Uses
	Minimum Parking Spaces Required

	R Uses
	1.0 per unit

	B, E, F, H, I, S Uses
	1.0 per 1,000 square feet of building area

	A, M Uses
	2.0 per 1,000 square feet of building area

	HO, O, U Uses
	No minimum


(2) Parking calculations.
(a) On-street parking credit. Property owners shall count abutting on-street parking spaces towards the mandatory parking ratios.
(b) Long-term bicycle parking credit. Property owners shall count each six long-term bicycle parking spaces as one motor vehicle parking space towards the mandatory parking ratios.
(c) Public parking credit. Property owners shall subtract one mandatory parking space per every four spaces provided in a public parking lot or garage within 1,000 feet of the subject property.
(d) Off-site parking. Property owners may count private off-site parking spaces owned or rented by the property owner towards the mandatory parking requirements so long as the private parking lies within 1,000 feet of the subject property, is located in a zone that permits O-3 uses, and provides the Zoning Administrator legal proof authorizing use of the off-site parking spaces.
(e) Shared parking. On parcels of land with multiple uses, the property owner shall divide the sum of the total for each use required in Subsection H(1) by the following ratio to calculate the minimum number of required parking spaces.

	Table IV-3 Shared Parking Ratios

	
	R Uses
	B, E, F, H, I, S Uses
	A, M Uses
	HO, O, U Uses

	R Uses
	1.0
	1.6
	1.4
	1.0

	B, E, F, H, I, S Uses
	1.6
	1.0
	1.4
	1.0

	A, M Uses
	1.4
	1.4
	1.0
	1.0

	HO, O, U Uses
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0


(f) Parking study. The Zoning Administrator may approve alternate minimum parking requirements if the property owner submits a parking study demonstrating the mandatory ratios do not reflect the actual day-to-day parking demand reasonably anticipated for the proposed use based on external data from credible research organizations such as the Urban Land Institute or the Institute of Transportation Engineers.
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I. Parking area layout and design. Property owners shall design and lay out all off-street motor vehicle parking areas and drive aisles per this subsection.
(1) Location. Property owners shall place all off-street motor vehicle parking areas behind buildings where possible. The City prohibits parking lots larger than 12 spaces between buildings and the street. Where alley access is impossible, property owners may place parking lots to the side of the primary structure.
(2) Ingress and egress. Property owners must design all areas serving all uses, except R-1 uses on a local street, to allow vehicles to enter and exit streets and cross public sidewalks in a forward motion.
(3) Alley access. Property owners shall access all parking areas from an alley if the lot has legal access to an alley. Where alley access is impossible, property owners shall prioritize vehicular access to sites from local streets.
(4) Parking dimensions. Property owners shall design all parking spaces to the following dimensions.

	Table IV-4 Parking Stall Dimensions

	Stall Angle
	Stall Width
	Stall Length
	Aisle Width

	0° Off Street
	9.0
	20.0
	12.0

	45°
	9.0
	17.0
	11.0

	60°
	9.0
	17.0
	15.0

	75°
	9.0
	17.0
	20.0

	90°
	9.0
	17.0
	22.0


(5) Oversized and compact spaces. Property owners may provide oversized or compact spaces with modified sizes as approved by the Zoning Administrator so long as the total number of spaces is not greater than 20% of the total number of off-street motor vehicle parking spaces.
(6) Driveway width. The maximum width of driveways at the point of connection to the street is 24 feet for two-way travel and 12 feet for one-way travel.
(7) Number of access points. The City restricts each property to one vehicular access point except where, in the written opinion of a licensed traffic engineer or the Fire Chief, life safety requires separate ingress and egress.
(8) Vertical clearance. Property owners shall provide at least seven feet of vertical clearance above all parking spaces.
(9) Surfacing. Property owners shall surface all areas with asphalt, concrete, or other hard, dust-free surfaces approved by the Zoning Administrator.
(10) Tandem and stacked parking. Property owners may utilize tandem or stacked parking areas when they assign those spaces to the same dwelling unit.
(11) Curbs and barriers. Property owners must provide six-inch curbs and gutters, wheel stops, or other physical barriers for all areas abutting setbacks, landscaped areas, and adjoining property
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lines. They shall locate all barriers parallel to the protected area and perpendicular to the angle of parking at least two feet from the edge of the protected area.
J. R use heavy vehicle parking limitations. Property owners may only park vehicles over 14,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating on lots occupied by R-1 and R-2 uses in a completely enclosed building.
K. Stacking spaces.
(1) Number required. Property owners must provide at least three stacking spaces, including the space adjacent to the service area, for drive-throughs.
(2) Dimensions. Stacking spaces must meet the 0° dimensions of Subsection I(4).
(3) Bypass lane. Drive-throughs must include a minimum ten-foot-wide bypass lane designed to allow vehicles to circumvent or leave the stacking lane without waiting for other queued vehicles to exit.
(4) Location. Property owners must enclose all stacking spaces completely within the subject property. They may not locate them within areas that interfere with access to parking areas, areas which provide ingress and egress to the street, or between the principal building and the street.
(5) Pedestrian access. Stacking lanes may not obstruct any sidewalk or internal pedestrian circulation system.
L. Traffic impact analyses. Property owners must provide a traffic impact analysis prepared by a licensed traffic engineer for any proposed development that includes a drive-through lane or would result in more than 100 trips during peak traffic hours (PHT). The City shall base these counts on the latest version of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.
M. Loading areas. Property owners must locate all loading areas designed to receive deliveries, materials, or merchandise on private property unless approved by the Zoning Administrator.

[bookmark: §_15.23_Landscaping_and_screening.]§ 15.23. Landscaping and screening. [Amended 8-5-2025 by Ord. No. 2283]
A. Landscaping.
(1) Purpose. The City intends the landscaping and screening sections of this section to maintain and enhance the City's appearance; mitigate adverse impacts of different abutting uses; reduce noise and glare; improve air quality; reduce the negative impacts of stormwater runoff; moderate heat; encourage the preservation of existing landscaping elements; and reestablish plant species native to the City.
(2) Applicability. These regulations apply to all zones when a property owner adds a new, expands an existing, or reconstructs an existing vehicular use area, outdoor storage area, work area, or trash, recycling, and mechanical equipment area. Reconstruction expressly includes repaving activities that remove and replace; apply an additional surface course; or pulverize and stabilize asphalt paved areas.
(3) Exempt uses. The City exempts landscaping areas related to the following uses from the landscaping requirements:
(a) R-1.
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(b) O-1.
(c) O-2.
(4) Vehicular use areas.
(a) Street frontage screening.
[1] When required. The street frontage screening requirements of this section apply to vehicular use areas located outside of a public right-of-way and within 50 feet of any publicly accessible right-of-way, trail, or pedestrian walkway. The requirements do not apply if there are buildings or other site features that effectively block views of such vehicular use areas.
[2] Options.

	Table IV-5 Vehicular Use Area Street Frontage Screening Options

	Regulation
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C

	Minimum width of landscaped area (feet)
	10
	5
	—

	Minimum number of trees and shrubs per 50 linear feet
	2
	2
	1

	Flowers and grasses
	Remaining landscaped area

	Screening required
	—
	Ornamental metal fence
	Masonry wall

	Screening height (feet)
	Must install and maintain maximum allowed per Subsection B(2)(a)


(b) Side and rear screening.
[1] When required. The screening requirements of this section apply to vehicular use areas located within 25 feet of the side or rear of an adjacent property line. The requirements do not apply if there are buildings or other site features that effectively block views of such vehicular use areas.

	Table IV-6 Vehicular Use Area Side and Rear Screening Options

	Regulation
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C

	Minimum width of landscaped area (feet)
	10
	5
	—

	Minimum number of trees and shrubs per 50 linear feet
	10
	5
	—

	Flowers and grasses
	Remaining landscaped area

	Screening required
	—
	Opaque fence or wall
	Masonry wall

	Screening height (feet)
	Must install and maintain maximum allowed per Subsection B(2)(a)
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(5) Outdoor storage and work areas.
(a) When required. The screening requirements of this section apply to outdoor storage areas and outdoor work areas when such areas are visible from any publicly accessible right-of-way, trail, pedestrian walkway, or adjacent property. The requirements do not apply if there are buildings or other site features that effectively block views of such outdoor storage and work areas.

	Table IV-7 Outdoor Storage and Work Area Screening Options

	Regulation
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C

	Minimum width of landscaped area (feet)
	20
	10
	5

	Minimum number of trees and shrubs per 50 linear feet
	10
	5
	0

	Flowers and grasses
	Remaining landscaped area

	Screening required
	—
	Opaque fence or wall
	Masonry wall

	Screening height (feet)
	Must install and maintain maximum allowed per Subsection B(2)(a)


(6) Trash, recycling, and mechanical equipment areas.
(a) When required. The screening requirements of this section apply to trash, recycling, and mechanical equipment areas that are visible from any publicly accessible right-of-way, trail, pedestrian walkway, or adjacent property. The requirements do not apply if there are buildings or other site features that effectively block views of such trash, recycling, or mechanical equipment areas.

	Table IV-8 Trash, Recycling, and Mechanical Equipment Area Screening Options

	Regulation
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C

	Minimum width of landscaped area (feet)
	10
	5
	—

	Minimum number of trees and shrubs per 50 linear feet
	10
	5
	—

	Flowers and grasses
	Remaining landscaped area

	Screening required
	—
	Opaque fence or wall
	Masonry wall

	Screening height (feet)
	Must install and maintain maximum allowed per Subsection B(2)(a)


(7) Interior parking lot landscaping.
(a) Trees and landscape areas required. Property owners must install at least one canopy tree and 100 square feet of landscape area for every four motor vehicle parking spaces or fraction thereof. Trees and landscaped areas used to meet the screening requirements of this section count towards the interior parking lot landscaping requirements.
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(b) Location and distribution. Property owners must locate all trees, landscaped areas, and green infrastructure used to meet the requirements of this section within 50 feet of the subject parking area. No portion of a parking area may lie more than 100 feet from a landscaped area or tree.
(8) Landscape and screening elements.
(a) Landscaped areas. Property owners must plant landscaped areas only with the plants listed under Subsection A(8)(m).
(b) Mulch and rock. Property owners may not fill landscaped areas with more than 25% mulch or decorative rock.
(c) Lawns. No mandatory landscaped area may contain short growing, non-native lawn grasses.
(d) Seed mixes. Property owners may utilize seed mixes containing species listed under Subsection A(8)(m); however, those mixes may not contain species not listed.
(e) Native hybrids. The Zoning Administrator may approve hybrids of native species listed below; but may not approve hybrids of native and non-native species except in circumstances of hybrids to provide disease resistance and only with documentation from a licensed landscape architect or arborist.
(f) Mandatory trees. The trees listed as mandatory were the predominant species within the City under pre-settlement conditions. Property owners must utilize the species listed as mandatory under Subsection A(8)(m) for at least 50% of all trees and shrubs required by this section.
(g) Planting diversity. No single species may comprise more than 30% of the plantings used to meet the requirements of this section.
(h) Planting soil. Landscaped areas must have healthy noncompact planting soil at least 18 inches deep.
(i) Berms. Property owners may use berms in addition to the landscaping and screening elements required by this section, but may not use them in place of any of the required elements.
(j) Location with fences and walls. Property owners must place any fence or wall in the interior-most area of the required landscaping area so that the adjacent property or general public views landscaping and then fencing.
(k) Location with structures. Property owners may not place any landscaping elements within five feet of any structure unless otherwise specifically required by this section.
(l) Plant size at time of planting.
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	Table IV-9 Minimum Planting Sizes

	

Plant Type
	Minimum Container Size at Time of Planting (gallons)
	Minimum Height at Time of Planting
(feet)
	Minimum Caliper Size at Time of Planting
(inches)

	Flowers and grasses
	1
	1
	—

	Low shrubs
	3
	1.5
	—

	Tall shrubs
	3
	4
	—

	Deciduous trees
	—
	6
	2.5

	Coniferous trees
	—
	6
	—


(m) Native Species List. See Appendix 1.1
(9) Installation and maintenance.
(a) Installation. Property owners must install all landscaping and screening elements in accordance with an approved landscaping plan and sound nursery practices.
(b) Protection from vehicles. Property owners must protect all landscaped areas perpendicular to vehicular use areas with curbs or wheel stops.
(c) Encroachment into right-of-way. No property owner may place landscaping elements within any public right-of-way or public property without the express permission from the Common Council.
(d) Maintenance. Property owners must continuously maintain all landscape areas including necessary watering; weeding; pruning; pest control; litter and debris cleanup; and replacement of dead, diseased, or damaged plant material.
(10) Landscape plans. Property owners shall submit any change to a property's landscaping triggered by this section within a landscaping plan stamped by a landscape architect licensed to practice in the State of Wisconsin. The plan shall describe each individual landscape area and the calculations used for each area to meet the requirements of this section. The plan shall also include a species list, installation instructions, and maintenance standards prescribed by the landscape architect of record.
(11) Alternative compliance. The Zoning Administrator may approve alternative compliance landscape plans for projects implementing low-impact development practices or seeking sustainable development or green building certifications from nationally recognized organizations, such as the International Code Council, the U.S. Green Building Council, the International Living Future Institute, the U.S. Green Building Initiative, or SITES.
B. Screening. These regulations apply to all fences, walls, and similar structures intended to screen property or limit access.
(1) Prohibited locations. Property owners may build screening structures up to the property line, but they may not encroach upon public property or rights-of-way.


1. Editor's Note: Appendix 1 is included as an attachment to this chapter.
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(2) General regulations.
(a) Maximum height.

	Table IV-10 Screening Structures Height Maxima

	Yard
	Maximum Height (feet)

	Zone
	Z-1, M-1
	Z-2, Z-3, Z-4

	Street Side and Front
	6
	4

	Street Rear
	6
	6

	Side and Rear
	8
	6



Figure IV-1 Screening Heights
[image: ]

(b) Plat of survey and permit. No property owner may erect a fence without first obtaining a plat of survey and permit. No property owner may erect a fence without first obtaining a plat of survey with monumented property corners and a permit from the Building Inspector.
(c) Sides. Property owners shall erect fences so the more aesthetically pleasing side faces the adjacent neighbor, public right-of-way, or City-approved private drive. Structural members supporting the fence shall be on the interior side.
(3) Materials.
(a) Required materials. Property owners may construct screening structures of masonry, stone, metal, wood, or gabions filled with stone material. Additionally, R uses may use vinyl, composite material, or chain-link in rear yards only. The Zoning Administrator may approve the use of alternative materials provided that the materials are equivalent in suitability, strength, and durability.
[1] Masonry. Property owners must construct masonry walls of attractive, high-quality, durable-finish materials such as brick, cast stone, decorative block, or stucco over standard concrete masonry blocks. The color, texture, and type of materials used on masonry walls must match or complement the materials used on the principal building on the subject lot.
[2] Ornamental metal fence. Ornamental metal fences must have decorative metal pickets at least 0.75 inches wide spaced no farther apart than an average six inches on center. Ornamental metal fences may include masonry, stone, or wood piers.
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[3] Opaque fences. Opaque fences shall completely obscure the view of the screened area. Property owners may construct an opaque fence of masonry, stone, metal, wood, vinyl or composite material, gabions filled with stone material, or a combination of such materials. The City does not consider chain-link fences with slats or mesh screening opaque fences.
(b) Hazardous materials. No property owner may install any electrified, barbed wire, razor wire, or any other type of material designed to cause bodily harm except in an M-1 Zone.
(c) Battery-powered, alarmed electric security fences. Property owners may install battery-powered, alarmed electric security fences per Wis. Stats., § 66.0440.
(4) Height measurement. The City measures the height of screening structures as the vertical distance from the average finished grade on the inside of the fence to the top of the fence or wall. The City measures fences atop walls or landscape features from the average finished grade at the base of the wall or landscape feature. Fence posts, supporting structures, and ornamentation may extend up to 12 inches above the maximum fence height limits.

[bookmark: §_15.24_Outdoor_lighting.]§ 15.24. Outdoor lighting.
A. General.
(1) Purpose and intent. This section's purpose is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by applying lighting standards intended to preserve community character; permit reasonable uses of outdoor lighting for nighttime safety, utility, productivity, security, and enjoyment; promote efficient and cost-effective lighting and conserve energy; minimize light pollution, light trespass, glare, and offensive light sources; provide a nighttime environment that includes the ability to view stars and planets against a dark sky; reduce adverse impacts of outdoor lighting on wildlife habitat and human health; prevent inappropriate, poorly designed, or installed outdoor lighting; encourage high-quality lighting design; and to establish outdoor lighting standards and maximum light levels within and on property lines.
(2) Application.
(a) New lighting. All new lighting shall meet the requirements of this section. This requirement includes all new development and redevelopment, including but not limited to thoroughfares, commercial, agricultural, governmental, and industrial properties, recreational facilities, residential neighborhoods, multifamily parcels, single-family home sites, and illuminated signs.
(b) Additions or modifications to existing structures. If the total cumulative increase in floor area is greater than 50%, or if the total cumulative cost of any exterior modification, alteration, or repair is greater than 50% of the valuation of the building as determined by the City, then all exterior lighting fixtures shall comply and/or be upgraded for compliance with this Code.
(c) Existing lighting. Cumulative modification, replacement, or repair of outdoor lighting constituting 50% or more of the permitted lighting output level for the parcel, no matter the actual amount of lighting already on the site, shall require all exterior lighting to comply with this Code. For this section, replacing burned-out lamps with new lamps or fixtures of the same type and lighting output level is not considered a modification, replacement, or repair.
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(3) Lighting measurements and metrics.
(a) Measurements. The City shall measure light levels for light trespass at the property line, at the boundary of public right-of-way that adjoins the property, and at finished grade (ground level), with the light-registering portion of the meter held parallel to the ground pointing up, and measured in foot-candles (FC).
(b) Metrics.
[1] Lighting and photometric plans. The City shall measure lumens per acre.
[2] Site inspections. The City shall measure foot-candles at the property boundary.
[3] Permit applications for illuminated signs. The City shall measure candelas.
[4] Illuminated area of property, measured in lumens. The City shall measure total outdoor light output.
B. Administration.
(1) Permitting process. The City must review all new exterior or outdoor lighting for zoning compliance. The applicant shall submit a photometric plan for staff review during the zoning compliance review process.
(2) Photometric plan submittal requirements.
(a) Site plan. The photometric plan shall include a site plan showing the location of all buildings, building heights, and parking and pedestrian areas on the lot or parcel.
(b) Trees. The photometric plan shall include the location and description, including the mature height of existing and proposed trees.
(c) Proposed and existing fixtures. The photometric plan shall include the location and height above grade of all proposed and existing light fixtures on the subject property.
(d) Fixture details. The photometric plan shall include the fixture type, initial lumen rating, correlated color temperature, and color rendering index of each lamp source.
(e) Fixture style. The photometric plan shall include the general style of the light fixture, such as cutoff, lantern, coach light, or globe, and a copy of the manufacturer's catalog information sheet and IESNA photometric distribution type, including any shielding information, such as house side shields, internal, and/or external shields.
(f) Controls. The photometric plan shall include the control descriptions, including the type of controls (a timer, motion sensor, time clock, etc.), the light fixtures controlled by each type, and the control schedule when required. Property owners shall significantly reduce lighting using adaptive controls during non-operational hours to allow lighting only necessary for security purposes and meeting the lighting control provisions. The photometric plan submitted for review shall note where this distinction occurs.
(g) Calculations. The photometric plan shall include a light calculation that shows the maximum light levels on a grid not to exceed 10 feet by 10 feet across the entire site and a minimum of 10 feet beyond the lot or parcel property line. The grid shall also indicate maximum to minimum uniformities for each specific use area, such as parking and
City of South Milwaukee, WI
§ 15.24
SOUTH MILWAUKEE CODE
§ 15.24


Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/SO3798 on 2025-10-20


circulation areas, pedestrian areas, and other shared public areas. The calculations shall also include a calculation of the total outdoor light output for the illuminated area of the property in lumens.
(h) Foot-candle levels. The photometric plan shall include a photometric design layout for the site of all illuminated vertical and horizontal surfaces showing the design foot-candle levels.
(i) Aiming angles and diagrams. The photometric plan shall include aiming angles and diagrams for sports lighting fixtures.
(3) Warranting. New outdoor lighting installations will only be installed on public properties and rights-of-way upon the Zoning Administrator's determination that a public safety hazard exists in the area to be lit and that the hazard can only be effectively mitigated through outdoor lighting and not through some other passive means, such as reflectorized roadway paint or markers.
(4) Installation and maintenance.
(a) City approval. The City shall approve all exterior light fixtures before installation.
(b) Underground electrical service required. Property owners shall locate new electrical utilities required for exterior lighting underground.
(5) Exemptions. The City exempts the following lighting from the lighting standards contained in this section; however, the maximum light levels at property lines for various uses shall always apply.
(a) Emergency lighting. The City excludes emergency lighting turned on in the event of a power failure or a site-specific emergency from the total lumen calculations for the site. The City strictly prohibits the use of such lighting outside of an emergency.
(b) Emergency services lighting. The City excludes searchlights, floodlights, laser source lights, strobe or flashing lights, or any similar high-intensity lights for use by police, fire, medical, utility, or air-traffic personnel or at their direction.
(c) Infrared security lighting. The City exempts lights emitting infrared radiation for remote security systems, with the conditions that property owners must fully shield fixed lights, must mount movable lights, such as spotlights, so that they cannot direct them higher than 20 degrees below the horizontal measured from the center of the beam to determine the threshold, and that the fixtures must meet the lighting control provisions.
(d) Temporary decorative holiday lighting. The City exempts temporary holiday lighting, provided it does not create glare for motorists or result in light trespass onto adjacent properties.
(e) Residential landscape lighting. The City exempts low voltage (12 volts or less), low wattage ornamental landscape lighting fixtures, and solar operated light fixtures having self-contained rechargeable batteries, where any single light fixture does not exceed 25 lumens.
(f) Flags and public monuments. The City exempts flags and public monuments with heights equal to or less than 20 feet above ground level from below. Property owners may illuminate flagpoles with up to two spotlight type luminaires, utilizing shields or diffusers
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to reduce glare, whose maximum combined lumen output is 75 lumens per linear foot of pole height, measured from the level of the luminaire above grade to the top of the flagpole. Property owners shall mount luminaires so their lenses are perpendicular to the flagpole and the light output points directly toward the flag(s).
(g) Special events. The City exempts temporary lighting for permitted special events for the duration of the event, provided such lighting does not create glare to motorists or pedestrians or result in light trespass onto adjacent properties.
(6) Prohibited lighting.
(a) Prohibited lamp types. The City prohibits mercury vapor lamps and low-pressure sodium lamps.
(b) Prohibited architectural lighting. The City prohibits unshielded lights; blinking, flashing, moving, revolving, flickering, color or intensity changing, and chase lighting; exposed linear lamps primarily intended as an architectural highlight to attract attention or used as a means of identification or advertisement; upward lighting, including sign lighting; lights which illuminate a structure with a reflective or glass exterior surface.
(c) Prohibited unsafe lights. The City prohibits any light fixture that may be confused with or construed as a traffic control device; searchlights, beacons, and laser source lights; strobe or flashing lights; illusion lights; or any other high intensity light.
(d) Prohibited lighting colors. The City prohibits lamps emitting a correlated color temperature exceeding 3,000 Kelvin.
C. Lighting regulations.
(1) Classifications.
(a) Class 1 lighting (high activity areas). Lighting used for highways, outdoor sales or eating areas, assembly or repair areas, signage, sports and recreational facilities, and other similar applications where accurate color rendition is important to preserve the effectiveness of the activity.
(b) Class 2 lighting (security and public safety). Lighting used for illumination of local roadways, walkways, bike paths, equipment yards, parking lots, and outdoor security where general illumination for safety or security of the grounds is the primary purpose.
(c) Class 3 lighting (decorative and accent). Lighting used for decorative effects to illuminate architecture and landscaping elements.
(d) Multi-class lighting. Lighting used for more than one purpose must conform to the standards that apply to the most restrictive included class.
(2) Standards.
(a) Locations. Property owners shall install outdoor lighting only in locations where necessary, and shall not install exterior building lighting in locations 20 feet above ground level.
(b) Fully shielded. Property owner shall install fully shielded outdoor light fixtures to prevent skyglow, and shall fully recess soffit- or canopy-mounted light fixtures into the supporting
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structure to prevent unnecessary backlighting and glare.
(3) Maximum lighting output levels. Lighting levels shall not exceed the maximum outputs below, specified as initial lumens per net acre of any development project (net acreage is the total developed area of the parcel). A property owner may increase the total site output by 10% if the lighting is 2,700 Kelvin CCT or below.

	Table IV-11: Maximum Lighting Output Levels

	
Type
	Total Site Output (includes landscape lighting)

	Z-2 District
	5,000 initial lumens per lot

	Z-1, Z-3, Z-4, and M-1 Districts
	70,000 initial lumens per net acre


(4) Shielding and light trespass.
(a) Aiming. Property owners shall aim all light fixtures to confine the direct illumination to the property boundaries of the source. Property owners may not aim lighting onto adjacent properties, except in cases of shared parking, shared pedestrian pathways, or for coordinated development sites spanning multiple parcels.
(b) Light levels.

	Table IV-12: Maximum Light Levels at Property Lines

	
Use Type
	Maximum Level at Property Line (foot-candles)

	Z-1 District
	0.0

	Z-2 District
	0.1

	Z-3, Z-4, and M-1 Districts
	0.5


(5) Fixture height.

	Table IV-13: Maximum Fixture Height From Ground Level

	

Lighting Class
	Maximum Fixture Height From Ground Level
(feet)

	1
	30

	2
	20

	3
	20


(6) Lighting controls.
(a) Motion sensors. Property owners may install motion sensors to limit lighting; however, only activity within the property lines shall trigger the sensor. Motion sensing fixtures shall turn off no longer than five minutes after the detected motion ceases.
City of South Milwaukee, WI
§ 15.24
ZONING CODE
§ 15.24


Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/SO3798 on 2025-10-20


D. Lighting standards for specific uses.
(1) Pedestrian walkway lighting. Entries from streets or footpaths shall have at least one downward projecting, dusk-to-dawn photocell-controlled light placed at the intersection of the street and path and the footpath and entry.
(2) Recreational facilities and athletic fields.
(a) Practical extent. Property owners shall shield lighting at public and private outdoor recreational facilities, such as playing fields, arenas, and tracks, to the greatest practical extent to reduce glare, safety hazards, light trespass, and light pollution.
(b) Surface of play. Property owners shall provide recreational lighting exclusively for the illumination of the surface of play and adjacent viewing stands, and not for any other application, such as lighting a parking lot.
(c) Hours. Property owners shall extinguish recreational lighting within one hour of the end of active play.

[bookmark: §_15.25_Performance_standards.]§ 15.25. Performance standards.
A. Purpose. These performance standards limit, restrict, and prohibit the effects of uses outside their premises or district. In addition to their use and site regulations, all structures, land, air, and waters shall comply with this section. Property owners must also meet all other applicable City, county, state, and federal regulations, for example, regarding air and water pollution, radioactivity, or storage of combustible materials.
B. Glare and heat. No activity shall emit glare or heat that is visible or measurable outside its premises except activities that may emit direct or sky-reflected glare, which shall not be visible outside its district. Property owners shall conduct all operations producing intense glare or heat within a completely enclosed building.
C. Noise.
(1) Maximum levels. No property owner may emit any noise from any source measured at any distance beyond 50 feet of the property line or public right-of-way exceeding the indicated amounts. Property owners shall muffle all noises to prevent fluctuations above the amounts indicated.

	Table IV-14 Maximum Noise Levels

	Zone
	Maximum Decibel (dBA) Level

	Z-1, Z-2
	70

	Z-3
	75

	Z-4, M-1
	80


(2) Exceptions. This section shall not apply to construction machinery when engaged in bona fide, temporary construction work between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Such hour limitations shall not apply to emergencies, noises necessary or required by law for the protection or preservation of persons, or to licensed and authorized fireworks displays.
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D. Odors. No activity shall emit offensive, obnoxious, or unhealthful odors outside their premises.
E. Vibration. No activity in any district shall emit vibrations discernable without using instruments outside its premises. No activity shall emit vibrations that exceed the following displacement measured with a three-component measuring system.

	Table IV-15 Maximum Vibration Levels

	Frequency (Cycles per second)
	
Outside the Premises
	Displacement (inches) Outside the District

	0 to 10
	0.0020
	0.0004

	10 to 20
	0.0010
	0.0002

	20 to 30
	0.0006
	0.0001

	30 to 40
	0.0004
	0.0001

	40 to 50
	0.0003
	0.0001

	50 and over
	0.0002
	0.0001



[bookmark: §_15.26_Construction_site_erosion_and_se]§ 15.26. Construction site erosion and sediment control.
A. Authority. The City adopts this chapter under the authority granted by Wis. Stats., § 62.234. This chapter supersedes all provisions of an ordinance previously enacted under Wis. Stats., § 62.23, that relate to construction site erosion control.
B. Administration. In addition to the Zoning Administrator, the City Engineer shall administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter.
C. No preemption. The requirements of this chapter do not preempt more stringent erosion and sediment control requirements imposed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
D. Findings of fact. The Common Council acknowledges that runoff from land-disturbing construction activity carries a significant amount of sediment and other pollutants to the waters located in the City of South Milwaukee.
E. Purpose. It is the purpose of this chapter to maintain safe and healthful conditions; prevent and control water pollution; prevent and control soil erosion and sediment discharge; protect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life; control building sites, placement of structures and land uses; preserve ground cover and scenic beauty; and promote sound economic growth by minimizing the amount of sediment and other pollutants carried by runoff or discharged from land-disturbing construction activity to waters of the state in the City of South Milwaukee.
F. Applicability and jurisdiction.
(1) Applicability. Except as provided, this section applies to any construction site. Notwithstanding the applicability requirements, this chapter applies to construction sites of any size that, as determined by the City Engineer, are likely to result in runoff that exceeds the safe capacity of the existing drainage facilities or receiving body of water, that causes undue channel erosion, or that increases water pollution by scouring or transporting of particulate. This chapter does not apply to the following:
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(a) Transportation facilities, except transportation facility construction projects that are part of a larger common plan of development such as local roads within a residential or industrial development.
(b) A construction project exempted by federal statutes or regulations from the requirement to have a national pollutant discharge elimination system permit issued under 40 CFR Part 122, for land-disturbing construction activity.
(c) Nonpoint discharges from agricultural facilities and practices.
(d) Nonpoint discharges from silviculture activities.
(e) Routine maintenance for project sites that have less than five acres of land disturbance if performed to maintain the original line and grade, hydraulic capacity, or original purpose of the facility.
(2) Jurisdiction. This chapter applies to land-disturbing construction activity on lands within the boundaries and jurisdiction of the City of South Milwaukee.
(3) Exclusions. This chapter is not applicable to activities conducted by a state agency, as defined under Wis. Stats., § 227.01(1).
G. Applicability of maximum extent practicable. Maximum extent practicable applies when a person who is subject to a performance standard of this chapter demonstrates to the City Engineer's satisfaction that a performance standard is not achievable and that a lower level of performance is appropriate. In making the assertion that a performance standard is not achievable and that a level of performance different from the performance standard is the maximum extent practicable, the responsible party shall take into account the best available technology, cost effectiveness, geographic features, and other competing interests such as protection of public safety and welfare, protection of endangered and threatened resources, and preservation of historic properties.
H. Technical standards. All BMPs required for compliance with this chapter shall meet design criteria, standards and specifications based on any of the following:
(1) Design guidance and technical standards identified or developed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under Subchapter V of Chapter NR 151, Wis. Adm. Code.
(2) Soil loss prediction tools [such as the Universal Soil Loss Equation (USLE)] when using an appropriate rainfall or runoff factor (also referred to as the "R factor") or an appropriate design storm and precipitation distribution, and when considering the geographic location of the site and the period of disturbance.
(3) Technical standards and methods approved by the City Engineer.
I. Performance standards for construction sites under one acre.
(1) Responsible party. The responsible party shall comply with this section.
(2) Erosion and sediment control practices. Erosion and sediment control practices at each site where land-disturbing construction activity is to occur shall be used to prevent or reduce all of the following:
(a) The deposition of soil from being tracked onto streets by vehicles.
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(b) The discharge of sediment from disturbed areas into on-site stormwater inlets.
(c) The discharge of sediment from disturbed areas into adjacent waters of the state.
(d) The discharge of sediment from drainageways that flow off the site.
(e) The discharge of sediment by dewatering activities.
(f) The discharge of sediment eroding from soil stockpiles existing for more than seven days.
(g) The transport by runoff into waters of the state of chemicals, cement, and other building compounds and materials on the construction site during the construction period. However, projects that require the placement of these materials in waters of the state, such as constructing bridge footings or BMP installations, are not prohibited by this subsection.
(3) Location. The BMPs shall be located so that treatment occurs before runoff enters waters of the state.
(4) Implementation. The BMPs used to comply with this section shall be implemented as follows:
(a) Erosion and sediment control practices shall be constructed or installed before land-disturbing construction activities begin.
(b) Erosion and sediment control practices shall be maintained until final stabilization.
(c) Final stabilization activity shall commence when land-disturbing activities cease and final grade has been reached on any portion of the site.
(d) Temporary stabilization activity shall commence when land-disturbing activities have temporarily ceased and will not resume for a period exceeding 14 calendar days.
(e) BMPs that are no longer necessary for erosion and sediment control shall be removed by the responsible party.
J. Performance standards for construction sites of one acre or more.
(1) Responsible party. The responsible party shall comply with this section and implement the erosion and sediment control plan developed in accordance with Subsection K.
(2) Erosion and sediment control plan. A written site-specific erosion and sediment control plan shall be developed in accordance with Subsection K of this section and implemented for each construction site.
(3) Erosion and other pollutant control requirements. The erosion and sediment control plan required shall include the following.
(a) Erosion and sediment control practices. Erosion and sediment control practices at each site where land-disturbing construction activity is to occur shall be used to prevent or reduce all of the following:
[1] The deposition of soil from being tracked onto streets by vehicles.
[2] The discharge of sediment from disturbed areas into on-site stormwater inlets.
[3] The discharge of sediment from disturbed areas into adjacent waters of the state.
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[4] The discharge of sediment from drainageways that flow off the site.
[5] The discharge of sediment by dewatering activities.
[6] The discharge of sediment eroding from soil stockpiles existing for more than seven days.
[7] The discharge of sediment from erosive flows at outlets and in downstream channels.
[8] The transport by runoff into waters of the state of chemicals, cement, and other building compounds and materials on the construction site during the construction period. However, projects that require the placement of these materials in waters of the state, such as constructing bridge footings or BMP installations, are not prohibited by this subsection.
[9] The transport by runoff into waters of the state of untreated wash water from vehicle and wheel washing.
(b) Sediment performance standards. In addition to the erosion and sediment control practices under Subsection J(3)(a), the following erosion and sediment control practices shall be employed:
[1] BMPs that, by design, discharge no more than five tons per acre per year, or to the maximum extent practicable, of the sediment load carried in runoff from initial grading to final stabilization.
[2] No person shall be required to employ more BMPs than are needed to meet a performance standard in order to comply with maximum extent practicable. Erosion and sediment control BMPs may be combined to meet the requirements of this paragraph. Credit may be given toward meeting the sediment performance standard of this paragraph for limiting the duration or area, or both, of land-disturbing construction activity, or for other appropriate mechanisms.
[3] Notwithstanding Subsection L(3)(b)[1], if BMPs cannot be designed and implemented to meet the sediment performance standard, the erosion and sediment control plan shall include a written, site-specific explanation of why the sediment performance standard cannot be met and how the sediment load will be reduced to the maximum extent practicable.
(c) Preventive measures. The erosion and sediment control plan shall incorporate all of the following:
[1] Maintenance of existing vegetation, especially adjacent to surface waters whenever possible.
[2] Minimization of soil compaction and preservation of topsoil.
[3] Minimization of land-disturbing construction activity on slopes of 20% or more.
[4] Development of spill prevention and response procedures.
(d) Location. The BMPs used to comply with this section shall be located so that treatment occurs before runoff enters waters of the state.
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(4) Implementation. The BMPs used to comply with this section shall be implemented as follows:
(a) Erosion and sediment control practices shall be constructed or installed before land-disturbing construction activities begin in accordance with the erosion and sediment control plan developed in Subsection L(2).
(b) Erosion and sediment control practices shall be maintained until final stabilization.
(c) Final stabilization activity shall commence when land-disturbing activities cease and final grade has been reached on any portion of the site.
(d) Temporary stabilization activity shall commence when land-disturbing activities have temporarily ceased and will not resume for a period exceeding 14 calendar days.
(e) BMPs that are no longer necessary for erosion and sediment control shall be removed by the responsible party.
K. Permitting requirements, procedures, and fees.
(1) Permit required. No responsible party may commence a land-disturbing construction activity subject to this chapter without receiving prior approval of an erosion and sediment control plan for the site and a permit from the City Engineer.
(2) Permit application and fees. The responsible party that will undertake a land-disturbing construction activity subject to this chapter shall submit an application for a permit and an erosion and sediment control plan that meets the requirements and shall pay an application fee. By submitting an application, the applicant is authorizing the City Engineer to enter the site to obtain information required for the review of the erosion and sediment control plan.
(3) Permit application review and approval. The City Engineer shall review any permit application that is submitted with an erosion and sediment control plan, and the required fee. The following approval procedure shall be used:
(a) Within 14 business days of the receipt of a complete permit application, as required by Subsection J(2), the City Engineer shall inform the applicant whether the application and erosion and sediment control plan are approved or disapproved based on the requirements of this chapter.
(b) If the permit application and erosion and sediment control plan are approved, the City Engineer shall issue the permit.
(c) If the permit application or erosion and sediment control plan is disapproved, the City Engineer shall state in writing the reasons for disapproval.
(d) The City Engineer may request additional information from the applicant. If additional information is submitted, the City Engineer shall have seven business days from the date the additional information is received to inform the applicant that the erosion and sediment control plan is either approved or disapproved.
(e) Failure by the City Engineer to inform the permit applicant of a decision within 30 business days of a required submittal shall be deemed to mean approval of the submittal and the applicant may proceed as if a permit had been issued.
(4) Surety bond. As a condition of approval and issuance of the permit, the City Engineer may
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require the applicant to deposit a surety bond or irrevocable letter of credit to guarantee a good faith execution of the approved erosion and sediment control plan and any permit conditions.
(5) Permit requirements. All permits shall require the responsible party to:
(a) Notify the City Engineer within 48 hours of commencing any land-disturbing construction activity.
(b) Notify the City Engineer of completion of any BMPs within 14 days after their installation.
(c) Obtain permission in writing from the City Engineer prior to any modification pursuant to
§ 15.26L(3) of the erosion and sediment control plan.
(d) Install all BMPs as identified in the approved erosion and sediment control plan.
(e) Maintain all road drainage systems, stormwater drainage systems, BMPs and other facilities identified in the erosion and sediment control plan.
(f) Repair any siltation or erosion damage to adjoining surfaces and drainageways resulting from land-disturbing construction activities and document repairs in a site inspection log.
(g) Inspect the BMPs within 24 hours after each rain of 0.5 inch or more which results in runoff during active construction periods, and at least once each week. Make needed repairs and install additional BMPs as necessary, and document these activities in an inspection log that also includes the date of inspection, the name of the person conducting the inspection, and a description of the present phase of the construction at the site.
(h) Allow the City Engineer to enter the site for the purpose of inspecting compliance with the erosion and sediment control plan or for performing any work necessary to bring the site into compliance with the erosion and sediment control plan. Keep a copy of the erosion and sediment control plan at the construction site.
(6) Permit conditions. Permits issued under this section may include conditions established by the City Engineer in addition to the requirements set forth in § 15.26K(5), where needed to assure compliance with the performance standards in § 15.26I or J.
(7) Permit duration. Permits issued under this section shall be valid for a period of 180 days, or the length of the building permit or other construction authorizations, whichever is longer, from the date of issuance. The City Engineer may grant one or more extensions not to exceed 180 days cumulatively. The City Engineer may require additional BMPs as a condition of an extension if they are necessary to meet the requirements of this chapter.
(8) Maintenance. The responsible party throughout the duration of the construction activities shall maintain all BMPs necessary to meet the requirements of this chapter until the site has undergone final stabilization.
L. Erosion and sediment control plan, statement and amendments.
(1) Erosion and sediment control plan statement. For each construction site identified under
§ 15.26F(1), the property owner shall prepare an erosion and sediment control plan statement. They shall submit this statement to the City Engineer. The erosion and sediment control plan statement shall briefly describe the site, the development schedule, and the BMPs used to meet the requirements of the ordinance. A site map shall also accompany the erosion and sediment control plan statement.
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(2) Erosion and sediment control plan requirements.
(a) General requirements. A property owner shall prepare and submit an erosion and sediment control plan to the City Engineer. The erosion and sediment control plan shall meet the performance standards in § 15.26I or J and other requirements of this chapter. The erosion and sediment control plan shall address pollution caused by soil erosion and sedimentation during construction and up to final stabilization of the site. The erosion and sediment control plan shall include, at a minimum, the following items:
[1] Name(s) and address(es) of the owner or developer of the site, and of any consulting firm retained by the applicant, together with the name of the applicant's principal contact at such firm. The application shall also include start and end dates for construction.
[2] Description of the construction site and the nature of the land-disturbing construction activity, including representation of the limits of land disturbance on a United States Geological Service 7.5 minute series topographic map.
[3] Description of the intended sequence of major land-disturbing construction activities for major portions of the construction site, including stripping and clearing; rough grading; construction of utilities, infrastructure, and buildings; and final grading and landscaping. Sequencing shall identify the expected date on which clearing will begin, the estimated duration of exposure of cleared areas, areas of clearing, installation of temporary erosion and sediment control measures, and establishment of permanent vegetation.
[4] Estimates of the total area of the construction site and the total area of the construction site that is expected to be disturbed by land-disturbing construction activities.
[5] Calculations to show the compliance with the performance standard in § 15.26I or J.
[6] Existing data describing the surface soil as well as subsoils.
[7] Depth to groundwater, as indicated by Natural Resources Conservation Service soil information where available.
[8] Name of the immediate named receiving water from the United States Geological Service 7.5 minute series topographic maps.
(b) Map requirements. The erosion and sediment control plan shall include a site map. The site map shall include the following items and shall be at a scale not greater than 100 feet per inch and at a contour interval not to exceed five feet.
[1] Existing topography, vegetative cover, natural and engineered drainage systems, roads and surface waters. Lakes, streams, wetlands, channels, ditches and other watercourses on and immediately adjacent to the site shall be shown. Any identified 100-year floodplains, flood fringes and floodways shall also be shown.
[2] Boundaries of the construction site.
[3] Drainage patterns and approximate slopes anticipated after major grading activities.
[4] Areas of soil disturbance.
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[5] Location of major structural and non-structural controls identified in the erosion and sediment control plan.
[6] Location of areas where stabilization BMPs will be employed.
[7] Areas which will be vegetated following land-disturbing construction activities.
[8] Area(s) and location(s) of wetland on the construction site, and locations where stormwater is discharged to a surface water or wetland within 1/4 mile downstream of the construction site.
[9] Area(s) used for infiltration of post-construction stormwater runoff.
[10] An alphanumeric or equivalent grid overlying the entire construction site map.
(c) BMP description requirements. Each erosion and sediment control plan shall include a description of appropriate control BMPs that will be installed and maintained at the construction site to prevent pollutants from reaching waters of the state. The erosion and sediment control plan shall clearly describe the appropriate erosion and sediment control BMPs for each major land-disturbing construction activity and the timing during the period of land-disturbing construction activity that the erosion and sediment control BMPs will be implemented. The description of erosion and sediment control BMPs shall include, when appropriate, the following minimum requirements:
[1] Description of interim and permanent stabilization practices, including a BMP implementation schedule. The erosion and sediment control plan shall ensure that existing vegetation is preserved where attainable and that disturbed portions of the site are stabilized.
[2] Description of structural practices to divert flow away from exposed soils, store flows or otherwise limit runoff and the discharge of pollutants from the site. Unless otherwise specifically approved in writing by the City Engineer, structural measures shall be installed on upland soils.
[3] Management of overland flow at all areas of the construction site, unless otherwise controlled by outfall controls.
[4] Trapping of sediment in channelized flow.
[5] Staging land-disturbing construction activities to limit exposed soil areas subject to erosion.
[6] Protection of downslope drainage inlets where they occur.
[7] Minimization of tracking at all vehicle and equipment entry and exit locations of the construction site.
[8] Clean up of off-site sediment deposits.
[9] Proper disposal of building and waste material.
[10] Stabilization of drainageways.
[11] Installation of permanent stabilization practices as soon as possible after final grading.
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[12] Minimization of dust to the maximum extent practicable.
(d) The erosion and sediment control plan shall require that velocity dissipation devices be placed at discharge locations and along the length of any outfall channel as necessary to provide a nonerosive flow from the structure to a watercourse so that the natural physical and biological characteristics and functions are maintained and protected.
(3) Erosion and sediment control plan amendments. The applicant shall amend the erosion and sediment control plan if any of the following occur:
(a) There is a change in design, construction, operation or maintenance at the site which has the reasonable potential for the discharge of pollutants to waters of the state and which has not otherwise been addressed in the erosion and sediment control plan.
(b) The actions required by the erosion and sediment control plan fail to reduce the impacts of pollutants carried by construction site runoff.
(c) The City Engineer notifies the applicant of changes needed in the erosion and sediment control plan.
M. Fee schedule. Applicable fees referred to in other sections of this chapter shall be established by the Common Council and may from time to time be modified by resolution. A schedule of any applicable fees is established by the Administrative Fee Schedule.
N. Inspection. If land-disturbing construction activities are occurring without a permit required by this chapter, the City Engineer may enter the land pursuant to the provisions of Wis. Stats., § 66.0119(1), (2), and (3).
O. Enforcement.
(1) Stop-work order. The City Engineer may post a stop-work order if any of the following occurs:
(a) Land-disturbing construction activity regulated under this chapter is occurring without a permit.
(b) The erosion and sediment control plan is not being implemented in good faith.
(c) The conditions of the permit are not being met.
(2) Revoke permit. If the responsible party does not cease activity as required in a stop-work order posted under this section or fails to comply with the erosion and sediment control plan or permit conditions, the City Engineer may revoke the permit.
(3) Cease and desist. If the responsible party, where no permit has been issued or the permit has been revoked, does not cease the activity after being notified by the City Engineer, or if a responsible party violates a stop-work order posted under Subsection N(1), the City Engineer may request the City Attorney to obtain a cease and desist order in any court with jurisdiction.
(4) Retraction. The City Engineer may retract a stop-work order or a permit revocation.
(5) Notice. After posting a stop-work order, the City Engineer may issue a notice of intent to the responsible party of its intent to perform work necessary to comply with this chapter. The City Engineer may go on the land and commence the work after issuing the notice of intent. The costs of the work performed under this subsection by the City Engineer, plus interest at the rate
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authorized by the City Engineer, shall be billed to the responsible party. In the event a responsible party fails to pay the amount due, the Clerk shall enter the amount due on the tax rolls and collect as a special assessment against the property pursuant to Wis. Stats., Ch. 66, Subch. VII.

[bookmark: §_15.27_Post-construction_stormwater_man]§ 15.27. Post-construction stormwater management.
A. Authority. The Common Council adopted this section under the authority granted by § 62.234, Wis. Stats. This section supersedes all provisions of any ordinance previously enacted under § 62.23, Wis. Stats., that relate to stormwater management regulations. Except as otherwise specified in § 62.234, Wis. Stats., § 62.23, Wis. Stats., applies to this chapter and to any amendments to this section.
B. Enforcement. The Common Council hereby designates the City Engineer to administer and enforce the provisions of this section.
C. Other applicable rules and regulations. The requirements of this section do not preempt more stringent stormwater management requirements from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
D. Findings of fact. The Common Council acknowledges that uncontrolled, post-construction runoff has a significant impact upon water resources and the health, safety and general welfare of the community and diminishes the public enjoyment and use of natural resources. Specifically, uncontrolled post-construction runoff can:
(1) Degrade physical stream habitat by increasing stream bank erosion, increasing streambed scour, diminishing groundwater recharge, diminishing stream base flows and increasing stream temperature.
(2) Diminish the capacity of lakes and streams to support fish, aquatic life, recreational and water supply uses by increasing pollutant loading of sediment, suspended solids, nutrients, heavy metals, bacteria, pathogens and other urban pollutants.
(3) Alter wetland communities by changing wetland hydrology and by increasing pollutant loads.
(4) Reduce the quality of groundwater by increasing pollutant loading.
(5) Threaten public health, safety, property and general welfare by overtaxing storm sewers, drainageways, and other minor drainage facilities.
E. Purpose and intent.
(1) Purpose. The general purpose of this section is to establish long-term, post-construction runoff management requirements that will diminish the threats to public health, safety, welfare and the aquatic environment. Specific purposes are to:
(a) Further the maintenance of safe and healthful conditions.
(b) Prevent and control the adverse effects of stormwater; prevent and control soil erosion; prevent and control water pollution; protect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life; control building sites, placement of structures and land uses; preserve ground cover and scenic beauty; and promote sound economic growth.
(c) Control exceedance of the safe capacity of existing drainage facilities and receiving water bodies; prevent undue channel erosion; and control increases in the scouring and
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transportation of particulate matter.
(d) Minimize the amount of pollutants discharged from the separate storm sewer to protect the waters of the state.
(2) Intent. It is the intent of the Common Council that this section regulates post-construction stormwater discharges to waters of the state. This section may be applied on a site-by-site basis. The Common Council recognizes, however, that the preferred method of achieving the stormwater performance standards set forth in this section is through the preparation and implementation of comprehensive, systems-level stormwater management plans that cover hydrologic units, such as watersheds, on a municipal and regional scale. Such plans may prescribe regional stormwater devices, practices or systems, any of which may be designed to treat runoff from more than one site prior to discharge to waters of the state. Where such plans are in conformance with the performance standards developed under § 281.16, Wis. Stats., for regional stormwater management measures and have been approved by the Common Council, it is the intent of this section that the approved stormwater management plan be used to identify post-construction management measures acceptable for the community.
F. Applicability.
(1) Applicability.
(a) Except as provided, this section applies to a post-construction site whereupon one acre or more of land-disturbing construction activity occurs during construction. A site that meets any of the criteria in this paragraph is exempt from the requirements of this section:
[1] A post-construction site with less than 10% connected imperviousness, based on the area of land disturbance, provided the cumulative area of all impervious surfaces is less than one acre. However, the exemption of this paragraph does not include exemption from the protective area standard of this section.
[2] Agricultural facilities and practices.
[3] Underground utility construction, but not including the construction of any aboveground structures associated with utility construction.
(b) Notwithstanding the applicability requirements, this section applies to post-construction sites of any size that, as determined by the City Engineer, are likely to result in runoff that exceeds the safe capacity of the existing drainage facilities or receiving body of water, causes undue channel erosion, or increases water pollution by scouring or the transportation of particulate matter.
(2) Exclusions. This section is not applicable to activities conducted by a state agency, as defined under § 227.01(1), Wis. Stats.
G. Applicability of maximum extent practicable. Maximum extent practicable applies when a person who is subject to a performance standard of this section demonstrates to the City Engineer's satisfaction that a performance standard is not achievable and that a lower level of performance is appropriate. In making the assertion that a performance standard is not achievable and that a level of performance different from the performance standard is the maximum extent practicable, the responsible party shall take into account the best available technology, cost effectiveness, geographic features, and other competing interests such as protection of public safety and welfare, protection of endangered and threatened resources, and preservation of historic properties.
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H. Technical standards. The following methods shall be used in designing the water quality, peak discharge, and infiltration components of stormwater practices needed to meet the water quality standards of this section:
(1) Consistent with the technical standards identified, developed or disseminated by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under Subchapter V of Chapter NR 151, Wis. Adm. Code.
(2) Where technical standards have not been identified or developed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, other technical standards may be used provided that the methods have been approved by the City Engineer.
I. Performance standards.
(1) Responsible party. The responsible party shall comply with this section.
(2) Stormwater management plan. A written stormwater management plan in accordance with Subsection J shall be developed and implemented for each post-construction site.
(3) Maintenance of effort. For redevelopment sites where the redevelopment will be replacing older development that was subject to post-construction performance standards of NR 151 in effect on or after October 1, 2004, the responsible party shall meet the total suspended solids reduction, peak flow control, infiltration, and protective areas standards applicable to the older development or meet the redevelopment standards of this section, whichever is more stringent.
(4) Requirements. The stormwater management plan required under § 15.27I(2) shall include the following:
(a) Total suspended solids. BMPs shall be designed, installed and maintained to control total suspended solids carried in runoff from the post-construction site as follows:
[1] BMPs shall be designed in accordance with Table IV-16 TSS Reduction Standards, or to the maximum extent practicable as provided in Subsection I(4)(a)[1][a]. The design shall be based on an average annual rainfall, as compared to no runoff management controls.

	Table IV-16 TSS Reduction Standards

	Development Type
	TSS Reduction

	New development
	80%

	In-fill development
	80%

	Redevelopment
	40% of load from parking areas and roads


[a] Maximum extent practicable. If the design cannot meet a total suspended solids reduction performance standard of Table IV-16 TSS Reduction Standards, the stormwater management plan shall include a written, site-specific explanation of why the total suspended solids reduction performance standard cannot be met and why the total suspended solids load will be reduced only to the maximum extent practicable.
[b] Off-site drainage. When designing BMPs, runoff draining to the BMP from off-site shall be taken into account in determining the treatment efficiency of the
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practice. Any impact on the efficiency shall be compensated for by increasing the size of the BMP accordingly.
(b) Peak discharge.
[1] By design, BMPs shall be employed to maintain or reduce the one-year, 24-hour; and the two-year, 24-hour post-construction peak runoff discharge rates to the one-year, 24-hour; and the two-year, 24-hour pre-development peak runoff discharge rates respectively, or to the maximum extent practicable. The runoff curve numbers in Table IV-17 Maximum Pre-Development Runoff Curve Numbers shall be used to represent the actual pre-development conditions. Peak discharges shall be calculated using TR-55 runoff curve number methodology, Atlas 14 precipitation depths, and the appropriate NRCS Wisconsin MSE3 or MSE4 precipitation distribution. On a case-by-case basis, the City Engineer may allow the use of TP-40 precipitation depths and the Type II distribution.

	Table IV-17 Maximum Pre-Development Runoff Curve Numbers

	Runoff Curve Number
	Hydrologic Soil Group

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Woodland
	30
	55
	70
	77

	Grassland
	39
	61
	71
	78

	Cropland
	55
	69
	78
	83


[2] This subsection does not apply to any of the following:
[a] A post-construction site where the discharge is directly into a lake over 5,000 acres or a stream or river segment draining more than 500 square miles.
[b] Except as provided under § 15.27I(3), a redevelopment post-construction site.
[c] An in-fill development area less than five acres.
(c) Infiltration.
[1] Best management practices. BMPs shall be designed, installed, and maintained to infiltrate runoff in accordance with the following or to the maximum extent practicable:
[a] Low imperviousness. For development up to 40% connected imperviousness, such as parks, cemeteries, and low-density residential development, infiltrate sufficient runoff volume so that the post-development infiltration volume shall be at least 90% of the pre-development infiltration volume, based on an average annual rainfall. However, when designing appropriate infiltration systems to meet this requirement, no more than 1% of the post-construction site is required as an effective infiltration area.
[b] Moderate imperviousness. For development with more than 40% and up to 80% connected imperviousness, such as medium- and high-density residential, multi-family development, industrial and institutional development, and office parks, infiltrate sufficient runoff volume so that the post-development


Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/SO3798 on 2025-10-20

City of South Milwaukee, WI
§ 15.27	SOUTH MILWAUKEE CODE	§ 15.27

infiltration volume shall be at least 75% of the pre-development infiltration volume, based on an average annual rainfall. However, when designing appropriate infiltration systems to meet this requirement, no more than 2% of the post-construction site is required as an effective infiltration area.
[c] High imperviousness. For development with more than 80% connected imperviousness, such as commercial strip malls, shopping centers, and commercial downtowns, infiltrate sufficient runoff volume so that the post-development infiltration volume shall be at least 60% of the pre-development infiltration volume, based on an average annual rainfall. However, when designing appropriate infiltration systems to meet this requirement, no more than 2% of the post-construction site is required as an effective infiltration area.
[2] Pre-development. The pre-development condition shall be the same as specified in Table IV-17 Maximum Pre-development Runoff Curve Numbers of the peak discharge subsection of this section.
[3] Source areas.
[a] Prohibitions. Runoff from the following areas may not be infiltrated and may not qualify as contributing to meeting the requirements of this section unless demonstrated to meet the conditions identified in § 15.27I(4)(c)[6].
[i] Areas associated with a tier one industrial facility identified in § NR 216.21(2)(a), including storage, loading and parking. Rooftops may be infiltrated with the concurrence of the regulatory authority.
[ii] Storage and loading areas of a tier two industrial facility identified in
§ NR 216.21(2)(b).
[iii] Fueling and vehicle maintenance areas. Runoff from rooftops of fueling and vehicle maintenance areas may be infiltrated with the concurrence of the regulatory authority.
[b] Exemptions. Runoff from the following areas may be credited toward meeting the requirement when infiltrated, but the decision to infiltrate runoff from these source areas is optional:
[i] Parking areas and access roads less than 5,000 square feet for commercial development.
[ii] Parking areas and access roads less than 5,000 square feet for industrial development not subject to the prohibitions under § 15.27I(4)(c)[3][a].
[iii] Except as provided under § 15.27I(3), redevelopment post-construction sites.
[iv] In-fill development areas less than five acres.
[v] Roads on commercial, industrial and institutional land uses, and arterial residential roads.
[4] Location of practices.
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[a] Prohibitions. Infiltration practices may not be located in the following areas:
[i] Areas within 1,000 feet upgradient or within 100 feet downgradient of direct conduits to groundwater.
[ii] Areas within 400 feet of a community water system well as specified in
§ NR 811.16(4) or within the separation distances listed in § NR 812.08 for any private well or non-community well for runoff infiltrated from commercial, including multi-family residential, industrial and institutional land uses or regional devices for one- and two-family residential development.
[iii] Areas where contaminants of concern, as defined in § NR 720.03(2), are present in the soil through which infiltration will occur.
[b] Separation distances.
[i] Infiltration practices shall be located so that the characteristics of the soil and the separation distance between the bottom of the infiltration system and the elevation of seasonal high groundwater or the top of bedrock are in accordance with:

	Table IV-18 Separation Distance and Soil Characteristics

	Source Area
	Separation Distance
	Soil Characteristics

	Industrial, commercial, institutional parking lots and roads
	5 feet or more
	Filtering layer

	Residential arterial roads
	5 feet or more
	Filtering layer

	Roofs draining to subsurface infiltration practices
	1 foot or more
	Native or engineered soil with particles finer than coarse sand

	Roofs draining to surface infiltration practices
	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	All other impervious source areas
	3 feet or more
	Filtering layer


[ii] Notwithstanding § 15.27I(4)(c)[4][b], applicable requirements for injection wells classified under Ch. NR 815 shall be followed.
[c] Infiltration rate exemptions. Infiltration practices located in the following areas may be credited toward meeting the requirements under the following conditions, but the decision to infiltrate under these conditions is optional:
[i] Where the infiltration rate of the soil measured at the proposed bottom of the infiltration system is less than 0.6 inches per hour using a scientifically credible field test method.
[ii] Where the least permeable soil horizon to five feet below the proposed bottom of the infiltration system using the U.S. Department of Agriculture method of soils analysis is one of the following: sandy clay loam, clay loam, silty clay loam, sandy clay, silty clay, or clay.
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[5] Alternate use. Where alternate uses of runoff are employed, such as for toilet flushing, laundry, or irrigation or storage on green roofs where an equivalent portion of the runoff is captured permanently by rooftop vegetation, such alternate use shall be given equal credit toward the infiltration volume required by this section.
[6] Infiltration systems.
[a] Infiltration systems designed in accordance with this section shall, to the extent technically and economically feasible, minimize the level of pollutants infiltrating to groundwater and shall maintain compliance with the preventive action limit at a point of standards application in accordance with Ch. NR 140. However, if site specific information indicates that compliance with a preventive action limit is not achievable, the infiltration BMP may not be installed or shall be modified to prevent infiltration to the maximum extent practicable.
[b] Notwithstanding Subsection I(4)(c)[6][a], the discharge from BMPs shall remain below the enforcement standard at the point of standards application.
[7] Pretreatment. Before infiltrating runoff, pretreatment shall be required for parking lot runoff and for runoff from new road construction in commercial, industrial and institutional areas that will enter an infiltration system. The pretreatment shall be designed to protect the infiltration system from clogging prior to scheduled maintenance  and  to  protect  groundwater  quality  in  accordance  with
§ 15.27I(4)(c)[6]. Pretreatment options may include, but are not limited to, oil and grease separation, sedimentation, biofiltration, filtration, swales or filter strips.
[8] Maximum extent practicable. Where the conditions of § 15.27I(4)(c)[3] and [4] limit or restrict the use of infiltration practices, the performance standard of § 15.27I(4)(e) shall be met to the maximum extent practicable.
(d) Protective areas.
[1] Definition. In this section, "protective area" means an area of land that commences at the top of the channel of lakes, streams and rivers, or at the delineated boundary of wetlands, and that is the greatest of the following widths, as measured horizontally from the top of the channel or delineated wetland boundary to the closest impervious surface. However, in this section, "protective area" does not include any area of land adjacent to any stream enclosed within a pipe or culvert, so that runoff cannot enter the enclosure at this location.
[a] For outstanding resource waters and exceptional resource waters, 75 feet.
[b] For perennial and intermittent streams identified on a U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute series topographic map, or a county soil survey map, whichever is more current, 50 feet.
[c] For lakes, 50 feet.
[d] For wetlands not subject to Subsection I(4)(d)[1][e] or [f], 50 feet.
[e] For highly susceptible wetlands, 75 feet. Highly susceptible wetlands include the following types: calcareous fens, sedge meadows, open and coniferous
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bogs, low prairies, coniferous swamps, lowland hardwood swamps, and ephemeral ponds.
[f] For less susceptible wetlands, 10% of the average wetland width, but no less than 10 feet nor more than 30 feet. Less susceptible wetlands include: degraded wetland dominated by invasive species such as reed canary grass; cultivated hydric soils; and any gravel pits, or dredged material or fill material disposal sites that take on the attributes of a wetland.
[g] In Subsection I(4)(d)[1][d] to [f], determinations of the extent of the protective area adjacent to wetlands shall be made on the basis of the sensitivity and runoff susceptibility of the wetland in accordance with the standards and criteria in
§ NR 103.03.
[h] Wetland boundary delineation shall be made in accordance with § NR 103.08(lm). This paragraph does not apply to wetlands that have been completely filled in compliance with all applicable state and federal regulations. The protective area for wetlands that have been partially filled in compliance with all applicable state and federal regulations shall be measured from the wetland boundary delineation after a fill has been placed. Where there is a legally authorized wetland fill, the protective area standard need not be met in that location.
[i] For concentrated flow channels with drainage areas greater than 130 acres, 10 feet.
[j] Notwithstanding Subsection I(4)(d)[1][a] to [i], the greatest protective area width shall apply where rivers, streams, lakes and wetlands are contiguouse.
[2] Applicability. This section applies to post-construction sites located within a protective area, except those areas exempted pursuant to § 15.27I(4)(d)[4].
[3] Requirements. The following requirements shall be met:
[a] Impervious surfaces shall be kept out of the protective area entirely or to the maximum extent practicable. If there is no practical alternative to locating an impervious surface in the protective area, the stormwater management plan shall contain a written, site-specific explanation.
[b] Where land-disturbing construction activity occurs within a protective area, adequate sod or self-sustaining vegetative cover of 70% or greater shall be established and maintained where no impervious surface is present. The adequate sod or self-sustaining vegetative cover shall be sufficient to provide for bank stability, maintenance of fish habitat, and filtering of pollutants from upslope overland flow areas under sheet flow conditions. Non-vegetative materials, such as rock riprap, may be employed on the bank as necessary to prevent erosion such as on steep slopes or where high-velocity flows occur.
[c] BMPs such as filter strips, swales, or wet detention ponds, that are designed to control pollutants from non-point sources, may be located in the protective area.
[4] Exemptions. This section does not apply to any of the following:
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[a] Except as provided under § 15.27I, redevelopment post-construction sites.
[b] In-fill development areas less than five acres.
[c] Structures that cross or access surface water such as boat landings, bridges, and culverts.
[d] Structures constructed in accordance with § 59.692(1V), Wis. Stats.
[e] Areas of post-construction sites from which the runoff does not enter the surface water, including wetlands, without first being treated by a BMP to meet the local ordinance requirements for total suspended solids and peak flow reduction, except to the extent that vegetative ground cover is necessary to maintain bank stability.
[5] Fueling and maintenance areas. Fueling and vehicle maintenance areas shall have BMPs designed, installed, and maintained to reduce petroleum within runoff, so that the runoff that enters waters of the state contains no visible petroleum sheen, or to the maximum extent practicable.
(e) General considerations for stormwater management measures. The following considerations shall be observed in on-site and off-site runoff management:
[1] Natural topography and land cover features such as natural swales, natural depressions, native soil infiltrating capacity, and natural groundwater recharge areas shall be preserved and used, to the extent possible, to meet the requirements of this section.
[2] Emergency overland flow for all stormwater facilities shall be provided to prevent exceeding the safe capacity of downstream drainage facilities and prevent endangerment of downstream property or public safety.
(f) BMP location. To comply with the performance standards required under § 15.27I of this section, BMPs may be located on-site or off-site as part of a regional stormwater device, practice or system, but shall be installed in accordance with § NR 151.003, Wis. Adm. Code. The City Engineer may approve off-site management measures provided that all of the following conditions are met:
[1] The City Engineer determines that the post-construction runoff is covered by a stormwater management system plan that is approved by the City of South Milwaukee and that contains management requirements consistent with the purpose and intent of this section.
[2] The off-site facility meets all of the following conditions:
[a] The facility is in place.
[b] The facility is designed and adequately sized to provide a level of stormwater control equal to or greater than that which would be afforded by on-site practices meeting the performance standards of this section.
[c] The facility has a legally obligated entity responsible for its long-term operation and maintenance.
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[3] Where a regional treatment option exists such that the City Engineer exempts the applicant from all or part of the minimum on-site stormwater management requirements, the applicant shall be required to pay a fee in an amount determined in negotiation with the City Engineer. In determining the fee for post-construction runoff, the City Engineer shall consider an equitable distribution of the cost for land, engineering design, construction, and maintenance of the regional treatment option.
(g) Additional requirements. The City Engineer may establish stormwater management requirements more stringent than those set forth in this section if the City Engineer determines that the requirements are needed to control stormwater quantity or control flooding, comply with federally approved total maximum daily load requirements, or control pollutants associated with existing development or redevelopment.
J. Permitting requirements, procedures and fees.
(1) Permit required. No responsible party may undertake a land-disturbing construction activity without receiving a post-construction runoff permit from the City Engineer prior to commencing the proposed activity.
(2) Permit application and fees. Unless specifically excluded by this section, any responsible party desiring a permit shall submit to the City Engineer a permit application on a form provided by the City Engineer for that purpose.
(a) Unless otherwise excluded by this section, a permit application must be accompanied by a stormwater management plan, a maintenance agreement and a nonrefundable permit administration fee if applicable under the City's Administrative Fee Schedule.
(b) The stormwater management plan shall be prepared to meet the requirements of § 15.27I and K, the maintenance agreement shall be prepared to meet the requirements of § 15.27L, the financial guarantee shall meet the requirements of § 15.27M, and fees shall be those established by the Common Council as set forth in § 15.27N.
(3) Permit application review and approval. The City Engineer shall review any permit application that is submitted with a stormwater management plan, maintenance agreement, and the required fee. The following approval procedure shall be used:
(a) Within 30 business days of the receipt of a complete permit application, including all items as required by § 15.27J(2), the City Engineer shall inform the applicant whether the application, stormwater management plan and maintenance agreement are approved or disapproved based on the requirements of this section.
(b) If the stormwater permit application, stormwater management plan and maintenance agreement are approved, or if an agreed upon payment of fees in lieu of stormwater management practices is made, the City Engineer shall issue the permit.
(c) If the stormwater permit application, stormwater management plan or maintenance agreement is disapproved, the City Engineer shall detail in writing the reasons for disapproval.
(d) The City Engineer may request additional information from the applicant. If additional information is submitted, the City Engineer shall have 30 business days from the date the additional information is received to inform the applicant that the stormwater management plan and maintenance agreement are either approved or disapproved.
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(e) Failure by the City Engineer to inform the permit applicant of a decision within 30 business days of a required submittal shall be deemed to mean approval of the submittal and the applicant may proceed as if a permit had been issued.
(4) Permit requirements. All permits issued under this section shall be subject to the following conditions, and holders of permits issued under this section shall be deemed to have accepted these conditions. The City Engineer may suspend or revoke a permit for violation of a permit condition, following written notification of the responsible party. An action by the City Engineer to suspend or revoke this permit may be appealed in accordance with § 15.08.
(a) Compliance with this permit does not relieve the responsible party of the responsibility to comply with other applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations.
(b) The responsible party shall design and install all structural and nonstructural stormwater management measures in accordance with the approved stormwater management plan and this permit.
(c) The responsible party shall notify the City Engineer at least five business days before commencing any work in conjunction with the stormwater management plan, and within five business days upon completion of the stormwater management practices. If required as a special condition under § 15.27J(5), the responsible party shall make additional notification according to a schedule set forth by the City Engineer so that practice installations can be inspected during construction.
(d) Practice installations required as part of this section shall be certified "as built" or "record" drawings by a licensed professional engineer. Completed stormwater management practices must pass a final inspection by the City Engineer or its designee to determine if they are in accordance with the approved stormwater management plan and ordinance. The City Engineer or its designee shall notify the responsible party in writing of any changes required in such practices to bring them into compliance with the conditions of this permit.
(e) The responsible party shall notify the City Engineer of any significant modifications it intends to make to an approved stormwater management plan. The City Engineer may require that the proposed modifications be submitted to it for approval prior to incorporation into the stormwater management plan and execution by the responsible party.
(f) The responsible party shall maintain all stormwater management practices in accordance with the stormwater management plan until the practices either become the responsibility of the City Engineer, or are transferred to subsequent private owners as specified in the approved maintenance agreement.
(g) The responsible party authorizes the City Engineer to perform any work or operations necessary to bring stormwater management measures into conformance with the approved stormwater management plan, and consents to a special assessment or charge against the property as authorized under Subch. VII of Ch. 66, Wis. Stats., or to charging such costs against the financial guarantee posted under § 15.27M.
(h) If so directed by the City Engineer, the responsible party shall repair at the responsible party's own expense all damage to adjoining municipal facilities and drainageways caused by runoff, where such damage is caused by activities that are not in compliance with the approved stormwater management plan.
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(i) The responsible party shall permit property access to the City Engineer or its designee for the purpose of inspecting the property for compliance with the approved stormwater management plan and this permit.
(j) Where site development or redevelopment involves changes in direction, increases in peak rate and/or total volume of runoff from a site, the City Engineer may require the responsible party to make appropriate legal arrangements with affected property owners concerning the prevention of endangerment to property or public safety.
(k) The responsible party is subject to the enforcement actions and penalties detailed in
§ 15.27O, if the responsible party fails to comply with the terms of this permit.
(5) Permit conditions. Permits issued under this subsection may include conditions established by the City Engineer in addition to the requirements needed to meet the performance standards in
§ 15.27I or a financial guarantee as provided for in § 15.27M.
(6) Permit duration. Permits issued under this section shall be valid from the date of issuance through the date the City Engineer notifies the responsible party that all stormwater management practices have passed the final inspection required under Subsection J(4)(d).
K. Stormwater management plan.
(1) Stormwater management plan requirements. The stormwater management plan required under
§ 15.27I(2) shall contain at a minimum the following information:
(a) Name, address, and telephone number for the following or their designees: landowner; developer; project engineer for practice design and certification; person(s) responsible for installation of stormwater management practices; and person(s) responsible for maintenance of stormwater management practices prior to the transfer, if any, of maintenance responsibility to another party.
(b) A proper legal description of the property proposed to be developed, referenced to the U.S. Public Land Survey system or to block and lot numbers within a recorded land subdivision plat.
(c) Pre-development site conditions, including:
[1] One or more site maps at a scale of not less than one inch equals 40 feet. The site maps shall show the following: site location and legal property description; predominant soil types and hydrologic soil groups; existing cover type and condition; topographic contours of the site at a scale not to exceed two feet; topography and drainage network including enough of the contiguous properties to show runoff patterns onto, through, and from the site; watercourses that may affect or be affected by runoff from the site; flow path and direction for all stormwater conveyance sections; watershed boundaries used in hydrology determinations to show compliance with performance standards; lakes, streams, wetlands, channels, ditches, and other watercourses on and immediately adjacent to the site; limits of the 100-year floodplain; location of wells and wellhead protection areas covering the project area and delineated pursuant to § NR 811.16, Wis. Adm. Code.
[2] Hydrology and pollutant loading computations as needed to show compliance with performance standards. All major assumptions used in developing input parameters shall be clearly stated. The geographic areas used in making the calculations shall be
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clearly cross-referenced to the required map(s).
(d) Post-development site conditions, including:
[1] Explanation of the provisions to preserve and use natural topography and land cover features to minimize changes in peak flow runoff rates and volumes to surface waters and wetlands.
[2] Explanation of any restrictions on stormwater management measures in the development area imposed by wellhead protection plans and ordinances.
[3] One or more site maps at a scale of not less than one inch equals 40 feet showing the following: post-construction pervious areas including vegetative cover type and condition; impervious surfaces including all buildings, structures, and pavement; post-construction topographic contours of the site at a scale not to exceed two feet; post-construction drainage network including enough of the contiguous properties to show runoff patterns onto, through, and from the site; locations and dimensions of drainage easements; locations of maintenance easements specified in the maintenance agreement; flow path and direction for all stormwater conveyance sections; location and type of all stormwater management conveyance and treatment practices, including the on-site and off-site tributary drainage area; location and type of conveyance system that will carry runoff from the drainage and treatment practices to the nearest adequate outlet such as a curbed street, storm drain, or natural drainageway; watershed boundaries used in hydrology and pollutant loading calculations and any changes to lakes, streams, wetlands, channels, ditches, and other watercourses on and immediately adjacent to the site.
[4] Hydrology and pollutant loading computations as needed to show compliance with performance standards. The computations shall be made for each discharge point in the development, and the geographic areas used in making the calculations shall be clearly cross-referenced to the required map(s).
[5] Results of investigations of soils and groundwater required for the placement and design of stormwater management measures. Detailed drawings including cross-sections and profiles of all permanent stormwater conveyance and treatment practices.
(e) A description and installation schedule for the stormwater management practices needed to meet the performance standards in § 15.27I.
(f) A maintenance plan developed for the life of each stormwater management practice including the required maintenance activities and maintenance activity schedule.
(g) Cost estimates for the construction, operation, and maintenance of each stormwater management practice.
(h) Other information requested in writing by the City Engineer to determine compliance of the proposed stormwater management measures with the provisions of this section.
(i) All site investigations, plans, designs, computations, and drawings shall be certified by a licensed professional engineer to be prepared in accordance with accepted engineering practice and requirements of this section.
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(2) Alternate requirements. The City Engineer may prescribe alternative submittal requirements for applicants seeking an exemption to on-site stormwater management performance standards.
L. Maintenance agreement.
(1) Maintenance agreement required. The maintenance agreement required for stormwater management practices shall be an agreement between the City Engineer and the responsible party to provide for maintenance of stormwater practices beyond the duration period of this permit. The maintenance agreement shall be filed with the County Register of Deeds as a property deed restriction so that it is binding upon all subsequent owners of the land served by the stormwater management practices.
(2) Agreement provisions. The maintenance agreement shall contain the following information and provisions and be consistent with the maintenance plan required:
(a) Identification of the stormwater facilities and designation of the drainage area served by the facilities.
(b) A schedule for regular maintenance of each aspect of the stormwater management system consistent with the stormwater management plan.
(c) Identification of the responsible party(s), organization or City, county, town or village responsible for long-term maintenance of the stormwater management practices identified in the stormwater management plan.
(d) Requirement that the responsible party(s), organization, or City, county, town or village shall maintain stormwater management practices in accordance with the schedule included in Subsection L(2)(b).
(e) Authorization for the City Engineer to access the property to conduct inspections of stormwater management practices as necessary to ascertain that the practices are being maintained and operated in accordance with the agreement.
(f) A requirement on the City Engineer to maintain public records of the results of the site inspections, to inform the responsible party responsible for maintenance of the inspection results, and to specifically indicate any corrective actions required to bring the stormwater management practice into proper working condition.
(g) Agreement that the party designated under Subsection L(2)(c) as responsible for long-term maintenance of the stormwater management practices, shall be notified by the City Engineer of maintenance problems which require correction. The specified corrective actions shall be undertaken within a reasonable time frame as set by the City Engineer.
(h) Authorization of the City Engineer to perform the corrected actions identified in the inspection report if the responsible party designated under Subsection L(2)(c) does not make the required corrections in the specified time period. The City Engineer shall enter the amount due on the tax rolls and collect the money as a special charge against the property pursuant to Subch. VII of Ch. 66, Wis. Stats.
M. Financial guarantee.
(1) Establishment of the guarantee. The City Engineer may require the submittal of a financial guarantee, the form and type of which shall be acceptable to the City Engineer. The financial
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guarantee shall be in an amount determined by the City Engineer to be the estimated cost of construction and the estimated cost of maintenance of the stormwater management practices during the period which the designated party in the maintenance agreement has maintenance responsibility. The financial guarantee shall give the City Engineer the authorization to use the funds to complete the stormwater management practices if the responsible party defaults or does not properly implement the approved stormwater management plan, upon written notice to the responsible party by the City Engineer that the requirements of this chapter have not been met.
(2) Conditions for release. Conditions for the release of the financial guarantee are as follows:
(a) The City Engineer shall release the portion of the financial guarantee established under this section, less any costs incurred by the City Engineer to complete installation of practices, upon submission of "as built plans" or "record" drawings by a licensed professional engineer. The City Engineer may make provisions for a partial prorata release of the financial guarantee based on the completion of various development stages.
(b) The City Engineer shall release the portion of the financial guarantee established under this section to assure maintenance of stormwater practices, less any costs incurred by the City Engineer, at such time that the responsibility for practice maintenance is passed on to another entity via an approved maintenance agreement.
N. Fee schedule. Applicable fees referred to in other sections of this chapter shall be established by the Common Council and may from time to time be modified by resolution. A schedule of any applicable fees is established by the Administrative Fee Schedule.
O. Enforcement.
(1) Any land-disturbing construction activity or post-construction runoff initiated after the effective date of this chapter by any person, firm, association, or corporation subject to the chapter provisions shall be deemed a violation unless conducted in accordance with the requirements of this chapter.
(2) The City Engineer shall notify the responsible party by certified mail of any non-complying land-disturbing construction activity or post-construction runoff. The notice shall describe the nature of the violation, remedial actions needed, a schedule for remedial action, and additional enforcement action which may be taken.
(3) Upon receipt of written notification from the City Engineer, the responsible party shall correct work that does not comply with the stormwater management plan or other provisions of this permit. The responsible party shall make corrections as necessary to meet the specifications and schedule set forth by the City Engineer in the notice.
(4) If the violations to a permit issued pursuant to this chapter are likely to result in damage to properties, public facilities, or waters of the state, the City Engineer may enter the land and take emergency actions necessary to prevent such damage. The costs incurred by the City Engineer plus interest and legal costs shall be billed to the responsible party.
(5) The City Engineer is authorized to post a stop-work order on all land-disturbing construction activity that is in violation of this chapter, or to request the City Attorney to obtain a cease and desist order in any court with jurisdiction.
(6) The City Engineer may revoke a permit issued under this chapter for non-compliance with chapter provisions.
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(7) Any permit revocation, stop-work order, or cease and desist order shall remain in effect unless retracted by the City Engineer or by a court with jurisdiction.
(8) The City Engineer is authorized to refer any violation of this chapter, or a stop-work order or cease and desist order issued pursuant to this chapter, to the City Attorney for the commencement of further legal proceedings in any court with jurisdiction.
(9) Any person, firm, association, or corporation who does not comply with the provisions of this section shall be subject to a forfeiture of not less than $250 or more than $250 per offense, together with the costs of prosecution. Each day that the violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.
(10) Compliance with the provisions of this section may also be enforced by injunction in any court with jurisdiction. It shall not be necessary to prosecute for forfeiture or a cease and desist order before resorting to injunctional proceedings.
(11) When the City Engineer determines that the holder of a permit issued pursuant to this chapter has failed to follow practices set forth in the stormwater management plan, or has failed to comply with schedules set forth in said stormwater management plan, the City Engineer or a party designated by the City Engineer may enter upon the land and perform the work or other operations necessary to bring the condition of said lands into conformance with requirements of the approved stormwater management plan. The City Engineer shall keep a detailed accounting of the costs and expenses of performing this work. These costs and expenses shall be deducted from any financial security posted pursuant to Subsection L of this section. Where such a security has not been established, or where such a security is insufficient to cover these costs, the costs and expenses shall be entered on the tax roll as a special charge against the property and collected with any other taxes levied thereon for the year in which the work is completed.
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[bookmark: Article_V_Definitions]ARTICLE V
Definitions
[Amended 8-5-2025 by Ord. No. 2283]

[bookmark: §_15.28_Terms_defined.]§ 15.28. Terms defined.
Certain words and terms used in this chapter are defined for the purpose thereof as hereinafter set forth. Any words not defined shall be construed as defined in the Building Code of the State of Wisconsin as promulgated from time to time by the Industrial Commission of the State of Wisconsin. Words used in the present tense include the future; words used in the singular number include the plural number; and words in the plural number include the singular number; and the word "shall" is mandatory.
A. Terms beginning with "A."
ACCESSORY BUILDING — A structure incidental to that of the main structure located on the same lot (i.e., garage, shed). Accessory buildings attached to the principal building by a breezeway, passageway, or similar means are part of the primary structure. They are subject to the regulations that apply to the principal building. Accessory buildings attached by structures less than 30 inches in height (e.g., patios, walks, pools, decks without railing) are not part of the primary structure and are subject to accessory building and structure regulations. The total impervious coverage of accessory buildings per lot shall not exceed the impervious coverage of the primary structure.
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT — An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is a smaller, independent residential dwelling unit located on the same lot as a stand- alone (i.e., detached) single-family home. ADUs go by many different names throughout the U.S., including accessory apartments, secondary suites, and granny flats. ADUs can be converted portions of existing homes (i.e., internal ADUs), additions to new or existing homes (i.e., attached ADUs), or new stand-alone accessory structures or converted portions of existing stand-alone accessory structures (i.e., detached ADUs).
ACCESSORY USE — See Subsection U, definition of "utility and accessory uses."
ADEQUATE SOD or SELF-SUSTAINING VEGETATIVE COVER — Maintenance of sufficient vegetation types and densities such that the physical integrity of the streambank or lakeshore is preserved. Self-sustaining vegetative cover includes grasses, forbs, sedges and duff layers of fallen leaves and woody debris.
ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY — A governmental employee, or a regional planning commission empowered under § 62.234, Wis. Stats., that is designated by the Common Council to administer this chapter.
AGRICULTURAL FACILITIES AND PRACTICES — Has the meaning given in § 281.16(1), Wis. Stats.
ALLEY — A public way which affords a secondary means of access to abutting property.
ASSEMBLY USES — Assembly uses include, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, for the gathering of persons for purposes such as civic, social, or religious functions; recreation; food or drink consumption; or awaiting transportation.
(1) A-1 — A-1 uses include assembly uses, usually with fixed seating, intended for the production and viewing of the performing arts or motion pictures; the participation in or viewing of indoor sporting events and activities with spectator seating; or the participation in or viewing of outdoor activities.
(2) A-2 — A-2 uses include assembly uses intended for food and drink consumption, such as
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banquet halls; casinos; nightclubs; restaurants, cafeterias, and similar dining facilities including associated commercial kitchens; and taverns and bars. Also includes food trucks and similar mobile food vendors parked adjacent to the applicable zoning district.
(3) A-3 — A-3 uses include assembly uses intended for worship, recreation, amusement, and other assembly uses not classified elsewhere such as arcades; art galleries; courthouses; community halls; exhibition halls; funeral parlors; libraries; museums; or places of religious worship.
(a) SEXUALLY-ORIENTED ESTABLISHMENTS — The following regulations apply to adult amusement or entertainment establishments distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on acts or material depicting, describing, or relating to sexual conduct.
[1] No property owner may establish a sexually-oriented establishment within 1,000 feet of any R or E use.
[2] No areas depicting, describing, or relating to sexual conduct shall be visible from any of the adjacent properties or public rights-of-way.
[3] Property owners looking to establish a sexually-oriented establishment must file a security plan with the City that specifically describes the security staff, hours, and precautions the operator will follow. The City Police Chief, Fire Chief, and Zoning Administrator must unanimously approve the security plan before the City shall issue any certificate of occupancy.
ATLAS 14 — The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Atlas 14 Precipitation-Frequency Atlas of the United States, Volume 8 (Midwestern States), published in 2013.
AVERAGE ANNUAL RAINFALL — A typical calendar year of precipitation as determined by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for users of models such as WinSLAMM, P8 or equivalent methodology. The average annual rainfall is chosen from a department publication for the location closest to the municipality.
B. Terms beginning with "B."
BASEMENT — A basement is a story wherein on every side of the building the average floor line is below the grade and the average ceiling height in every elevation is not more than five feet above such grade.
BMP (BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE) — Structural or nonstructural measures, practices, techniques or devices employed to avoid or minimize sediment or pollutants carried in runoff to waters of the state.
BOARDING HOUSE — See "lodging house."
BOATHOUSE — As defined in § 30.121(1), Wis. Stats., means a permanent structure used for the storage of watercraft and associated materials and includes all structures which are totally enclosed, have roofs or walls or any combination of structural parts.
BUILDING — A building is any structure built for the support, shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, or personal property of any kind; and when separated by a fire separation wall, each portion of such structure so separated shall be deemed a separate building.
BUILDING - PERMANENT — A building erected for a period to exceed one year.
BUILDING HEIGHT — Height of building is the vertical distance measured at the center line of its
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principal front from the established grade or from the natural grade to the level of the highest point of the building.
BUSINESS USES — Business uses include, among others, the use of a building for office, professional, or service-type transactions, including storage of records and accounts. Business uses include animal hospitals, kennels, and pounds; banks and financial services; automobile show rooms, car washes; civic administration; dry cleaning and laundry pick-up and delivery stations; food processing establishments and commercial kitchens not associated with restaurants, cafeterias, and
similar dining facilities not more than 2,500 square feet (232 m2) in area; laboratories; outpatient healthcare; salons; showrooms; post offices; print shops; and professional services offices.
(1) AUTOMOTIVE SHOW ROOMS — The City classifies automobile show rooms without a repair component as a business use; however, the City classifies motor vehicle repair garages complying with the maximum allowable quantities of hazardous materials under storage uses.
C. Terms beginning with "C."
CEASE AND DESIST ORDER — A court-issued order to halt land-disturbing construction activity that is being conducted without the required permit or in violation of a permit.
CLUBS AND LODGES — A nonprofit association of persons, who are bona fide members paying annual dues, which owns, hires, or leases a building or portion thereof, the use of such premises being restricted to members and their guests. A club or lodge must either be registered as a 501(c)(3) with the Internal Revenue Service or provide sufficient documentation to the City that it is a bona fide nonprofit organization. It shall be permissible to serve food on such premises, provided that adequate dining room space and kitchen facilities are available and such facilities comply with applicable codes. Where properly licensed under existing City ordinance, the sale and/or consumption of intoxicating beverages by members of such club or lodge or their guests may be permitted. A club does not include an association of persons organized primarily to render a service customarily carried on as a business. All club premises or portions of buildings shall be subject to annual inspection as commercial space.
COMBINED SEWER SYSTEM — A system for conveying both sanitary sewage and stormwater runoff.
CONNECTED IMPERVIOUSNESS — An impervious surface connected to the waters of the state via a separate storm sewer, an impervious flow path, or a minimally pervious flow path.
CONSTRUCTION SITE — An area upon which one or more land-disturbing construction activities occur, including areas that are part of a larger common plan of development or sale where multiple separate and distinct land-disturbing construction activities may be taking place at different times on different schedules but under one plan. A long-range planning document that describes separate construction projects, such as a 20-year transportation improvement plan, is not a common plan of development.
COURT — An open space, other than a yard, unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward on the same lot with a building which is bounded on two or more sides by the walls of such building.
D. Terms beginning with "D."
DECK — An open, uncovered structure designed for gathering, entering, or exiting an adjoining structure, or for aesthetic purposes. Decks may be physically attached to or separate from the adjoining building. Covered or enclosed porches and decks shall be a part of the adjoining building and shall conform with the setback requirements for said adjoining building.
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DESIGN STORM — A hypothetical discrete rainstorm characterized by a specific duration, temporal distribution, rainfall intensity, return frequency and total depth of rainfall.
DEVELOPMENT — Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not limited to, the construction of buildings, structures or accessory structures; the construction of additions or substantial alterations to buildings, structures or accessory structures; the placement of buildings or structures; ditching, lagooning, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations; and the deposition or extraction of earthen materials.
DIRECT CONDUITS TO GROUNDWATER — Wells, sinkholes, swallets, fractured bedrock at the surface, mine shafts, non-metallic mines, tile inlets discharging to groundwater, quarries, or depressional groundwater recharge areas over shallow fractured bedrock.
DRAINAGE SYSTEM — One or more artificial ditches, tile drains or similar devices which collect surface runoff or groundwater and convey it to a point of discharge.
DRIVEWAY — A private road or paved area giving access from a public way leading to a house, garage or building.
DWELLING UNIT — One or more rooms and a single kitchen in a dwelling designed as a unit for occupancy by one family for living purposes.
E. Terms beginning with "E."
EDUCATIONAL USES — Educational uses include, among others, the use of a building by six or more persons at any one time for educational purposes through the 12th grade. These uses include buildings, structures, or portions thereof occupied by more than five children older than 2.5 years of age who receive educational, supervision, or personal care services for fewer than 24 hours per day.
EFFECTIVE INFILTRATION AREA — The area of the infiltration system that is used to infiltrate runoff and does not include the area used for site access, berms, or pretreatment.
ELIGIBLE APPLICANT — A person, firm, corporation, or organization that has a freehold interest; a possessory interest entitled to exclusive possession; a contractual interest which may become a freehold possessory interest; or any exclusive possessory interest in the subject property.
ENCLOSED DECK — An enclosed deck shall be a deck that has the walls and/or roof closed/ covered to the extent that it is a secondary building. Enclosed decks shall be considered a part of the adjoining structure and shall conform with applicable codes for same.
EROSION — The process by which the land's surface is worn away by the action of wind, water, ice, or gravity.
EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN — A comprehensive plan developed to address pollution caused by erosion and sedimentation of soil particles or rock fragments during construction.
EXCEPTIONAL RESOURCE WATERS — Waters listed in § NR 102.11, Wis. Adm. Code.
F. Terms beginning with "F."
FACTORY USES — Factory uses include, among others, the use of a building, structure, or a portion thereof for assembling, disassembling, fabricating, finishing, manufacturing, packaging, repair, or processing operations that the City does not classify as hazardous uses or storage uses. Example uses include building products, chemicals; clothing; commercial food and beverage operations not associated with restaurants, cafeterias, and similar dining facilities more than 2,500 square feet (232
m2) in area; dry cleaning and dyeing; electronics; filming without spectators; furniture; machinery; metals; plastics; printing; textiles; utility plants.
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FAMILY — An individual or a group of individuals related by blood, marriage, court order or adoption, or a group of not more than four persons not all so related, together with his or their domestic servants, maintaining a common household in a dwelling unit. A family may also include not more than two boarders or roomers when the basic family unit is a group of related individuals as defined above.
FILTERING LAYER — Soil that has at least a three-foot-deep layer with at least 20% fines; or at least a five-foot-deep layer with at least 10% fines; or an engineered soil with an equivalent level of protection as determined by the regulatory authority for the site.
FINAL STABILIZATION — That all land-disturbing construction activities at the construction site have been completed and that a uniform perennial vegetative cover has been established with a density of at least 70% of the cover for the unpaved areas and areas not covered by permanent structures or that employ equivalent permanent stabilization measures.
FINANCIAL GUARANTEE — A performance bond, maintenance bond, surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit, or similar guarantees submitted to the City Engineer by the responsible party to assure that requirements of the ordinance are carried out in compliance with the stormwater management plan.
FLOOR AREA — The area within the exterior wall lines of any building provided that the floor area of a building used for dwelling purposes shall be the aggregate habitable area excluding attics not furnished as living quarters, basements or utility rooms, attached garages, unenclosed porches, breezeways and other unheated areas.
FLYWAY BARRIER — An obstacle like a fence, wall, or thick vegetation used to force bees to fly upwards when they leave a hive to avoid contact with people and reduce the risk of stinging.
FOWL — A chicken, duck, or quail.
FRONTAGE — All of the property abutting on a public street right-of-way.
G. Terms beginning with "G."
GARAGE - PRIVATE — An accessory building or part thereof or an accessory portion of the main building intended for and used to store the private motor vehicles of the person resident upon the premises and in which no business, service or industry connected directly or indirectly with motor vehicles is carried on.
GARAGE - STORAGE — A building or premises used for the storage only of motor vehicles pursuant to previous arrangements and not transients; when no equipment, parts, fuel, grease or oil is sold and vehicles are not required, rebuilt, serviced, hired or sold.
GAZEBO — An open or enclosed structure either standing alone or attached to a deck and used for gathering or aesthetic purposes. Gazebos shall be considered an accessory use and shall conform with applicable codes for same.
H. Terms beginning with "H."
HIGH-HAZARD USES — High-hazard uses include, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, that involves the manufacturing, processing, generation, or storage of materials that constitute a physical or health hazard in quantities in excess of those allowed in control areas complying with IBC 2024 Section 414, based on the maximum allowable quantity limits for control areas set forth in IBC 2024 Tables 307.1(1) and 307.1(2). High-hazard uses include the manufacturing, processing, generation, or storage of uses that pose a detonation, deflagration, combustion, or health hazards and semiconductor fabrication facilities and comparable research and


Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/SO3798 on 2025-10-20


development areas in which hazardous production materials (HPM) are used and the aggregate quantity of materials is in excess of those specified in IBC 2024 Tables 307.1(1) and 307.1(2).
HOME OCCUPATION USES — Home occupation uses include uses accessory to residential uses that allow residents to engage in customary home-based work activities while also helping to ensure that they do not subject neighboring residents to adverse impacts, such as excessive noise, traffic, or public safety hazards, that are not typical of the areas in which the home occupation use is located. The City classifies home occupation uses into HO-1 and HO-2. The City classifies group living (R uses), day cares (R or E uses), and bed and breakfasts (R uses) separately.
(1) HO-1 — HO-1 uses include those in which household residents use the dwelling unit they occupy as a place of work, but no employees, customers, or clients come to the site. The City limits the area devoted to conduct all HO-1 uses to 33% of the dwelling unit's floor area or 750 square feet, whichever is less.
(2) HO-2 — HO-2 uses include those in which household residents use the dwelling unit they occupy as a place of work and either one nonresident employee or customers come to the site. Customer visits may only take place between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., and the City limits the area devoted to conduct all HO-2 uses to 49% of the dwelling unit's floor area or 1,000 square feet, whichever is less.
(3) EXPRESSLY PROHIBITED HO USES —
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(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)

Any type of assembly, cleaning, maintenance or repair of vehicles or equipment with internal combustion engines or of large appliances;
Dispatch centers or other businesses where employees come to the site and are dispatched to other locations;
Equipment supply or equipment rental businesses; Taxi, limo, van or bus services;
Tow truck services; Eating or drinking places;
Funeral or interment services;
Animal care, grooming or boarding businesses; and
Any use involving the use or storage of vehicles, products, parts, machinery or similar materials or equipment outside of a completely enclosed building.

(4) ADDITIONAL HO USE REGULATIONS —
(a) HO uses may not change the character of the residential building they occupy or adversely affect the character of the surrounding neighborhood, including making any noise audible beyond the lot lines of the subject property.
(b) HO uses must lie entirely within the dwelling unit.
(c) HO uses may not display any window or other public material or merchandise.
(d) HO uses may not use or store hazardous substances, except at the "consumer commodity"


level, as 49 CFR 171.8 defines that term.
(e) HO uses may only use licensed vehicles with a GVWR 14,000 pounds or below. HO uses may not park or store any other types of vehicles on the premises. The City permits deliveries and pickups by common carrier delivery vehicles (e.g., postal service, United Parcel Service, Fed Ex, et al.) of the type typically used in residential neighborhoods.
I. Terms beginning with "I."
IMPERVIOUS COVERAGE — The total square footage of structures, paving, and other hardscape surfaces which do not allow water directly into the soil.
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE — An area that releases as runoff all or a large portion of the precipitation that falls on it, except for frozen soil. Rooftops, sidewalks, driveways, gravel or paved parking lots and streets are examples of areas that typically are impervious.
IN-FILL — An undeveloped area of land located within an existing urban sewer service area, surrounded by development or development and natural or man-made features where development cannot occur.
INFILTRATION — The entry of precipitation or runoff into or through the soil.
INFILTRATION SYSTEM — A device or practice such as a basin, trench, rain garden or swale designed specifically to encourage infiltration, but does not include natural infiltration in pervious surfaces such as lawns, redirecting of rooftop downspouts onto lawns or minimal infiltration from practices, such as swales or road side channels designed for conveyance and pollutant removal only.
INSTITUTIONAL USES — Institutional uses include, among others, the use of a building, structure, or a portion thereof, in which care or supervision is provided to persons who are or are incapable of self-preservation without physical assistance, persons are detained for penal or correctional purposes, or the liberty of the occupants is restricted. Institutional occupancies shall be classified as I-1, I-2, or I-3.
(1) I-1 — Institutional I-1 uses shall include buildings, structures, or portions thereof for more than eight people, excluding staff, who reside on a 24-hour basis in a supervised environment and receive custodial care. I-1 uses shall include assisted living facilities; care facilities; hospitals, and nursing homes.
(2) I-2 — Institutional I-3 uses include buildings and structures inhabited people under restraint or security. I-2 uses included correctional centers; jails; and prisons.
(3) I-3 — Institutional I-3 uses include buildings and structures occupied by more the five persons of any age who receive custodial care for fewer than 24 hours per day by persons other than parents or guardians; relatives by blood, marriage, or adoption; and in a place other than the home of the person cared for. I-3 uses include adult and child day cares.
J. Terms beginning with "J."
K. Terms beginning with "K."
L. Terms beginning with "L."
LAND-DISTURBING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY — Any man-made alteration of the land surface resulting in a change in the topography or existing vegetative or non-vegetative soil cover, that may result in runoff and lead to an increase in soil erosion and movement of sediment into waters of the state. Land-disturbing construction activity includes clearing and grubbing, demolition,
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excavating, pit trench dewatering, filling and grading activities.
LANDOWNER — Any person holding fee title, an easement or other interest in property, which allows the person to undertake cropping, livestock management, land-disturbing construction activity or maintenance of stormwater BMPs on the property.
LIGHT TRESPASS — Light projected onto a property from a light source located on a different property.
LOADING SPACE — An off-street space or berth on the same lot with a building or contiguous to a group of buildings for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading or unloading merchandise or materials which abuts upon or affords direct access to a street or alley.
LODGING HOUSE — A building or portion thereof containing lodging rooms which accommodate three, but not more than 12, non-transient persons who are not members of the keeper's family and where lodging or meals or both are provided for compensation.
LOT — A parcel of land occupied or to be occupied by one building and its accessory buildings and uses having sufficient width and depth to include the open spaces required under this chapter and abutting on a public street or officially approved place.
LOT - CORNERS — A lot located at the intersection of two or more streets provided that the corner of such intersection shall have an angle of 120° or less measured on the lot side.
LOT - DEPTH OF — The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines. LOT - INTERIOR — A lot other than a corner lot.
LOT - THROUGH — A lot having frontage of two non-intersecting streets. LOT LINES — The lines bounding a lot as defined herein.
LOT WIDTH — The width of a lot shall be the distance between side lot lines measured on a line which coincides with the required setback line for the lot.
M. Terms beginning with "M."
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT — A legal document that provides for long-term maintenance.
MAXIMUM EXTENT PRACTICABLE — The highest level of performance that is achievable but is not equivalent to a performance standard identified in this chapter as determined in accordance with of this chapter.
MERCANTILE USES — Mercantile uses include, among others, buildings or structures or a portion thereof for the display and sale of merchandise, and involves stocks of goods, wares, or merchandise incidental to such purposes and where the public has access. The aggregate quantity of nonflammable solid and nonflammable or noncombustible liquid hazardous materials stored or displayed in a single area of an M use shall not exceed the limits set forth in Chs. SPS 301-399; Safety, Buildings, and Environment. Mercantile occupancies shall include department stores, drug stores, greenhouses, markets, gas stations, retail or wholesale stores, and sales rooms.
N. Terms beginning with "N."
NAVIGABLE WATERS — Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, all natural inland lakes within Wisconsin, and all streams, ponds, sloughs, flowages and other waters within the territorial limits of this state, including the Wisconsin portion of boundary waters, which are navigable under the laws of this state. Under § 144.26(2)(d), Wis. Stats., notwithstanding any other provision of law or administrative rule promulgated thereunder, shoreland ordinances required under § 61.351 or 62.221,
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Wis. Stats., and Ch. NR 117, Wis. Adm. Code, do not apply to lands adjacent to farm drainage ditches if:
(1) Such lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable stream or river;
(2) Those parts of such drainage ditches adjacent to such lands were not navigable streams before ditching; and
(3) Such lands are maintained in nonstructural agricultural use. "Wisconsin's Supreme Court has declared navigable bodies of water that have a bed differentiated from adjacent uplands and levels or flow sufficient to support navigation by a recreational craft of the shallowest draft on an annually recurring basis [Muench v. Public Service Commission, 261 Wis. 492 (1952) and DeGaynor and Co., Inc., v. Department of Natural Resources, 70 Wis. 2d 936 (1975)]. For example, a stream which is navigable by skiff or canoe during normal spring high water is navigable, in fact, under the laws of this state though it may be dry during other seasons;" or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristic.
NEW DEVELOPMENT — Development resulting from the conversion of previously undeveloped land or agricultural land uses.
NONCONFORMING USE — A building structure, land or premises occupied at the time of the passage of this chapter or amendments thereto by a lawful use which does not conform with the provisions of this chapter or amendments thereto for the zone in which it is situated.
NRCS MSE3 OR MSE4 DISTRIBUTION — A specific precipitation distribution developed by the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, using precipitation data from Atlas 14.
O. Terms beginning with "O."
OFF-SITE — Located outside the property boundary described in the permit application. ON-SITE — Located within the property boundary described in the permit application. ORDINANARY HIGH-WATER MARK — See § NR 115.03(6), Wis. Adm. Code.
OUTDOOR USES — Outdoor uses include, among others, uses which generally lack primary buildings or structures. The City shall classify outdoor uses as O-1, O-2, or O-3.
(1) O-1 — O-1 uses include lands and facilities for the interment of humans or domestic household pets.
(2) O-2 — O-2 uses include parks, recreation, and natural resource preservation areas, such as nature preserves, arboreta, and playgrounds.
(3) O-3 — O-3 uses include parking lots that primarily serve the public at large instead of occupants of or visitors to a use under a 14,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR). The City permits parking lots that primarily serve vehicles over a 14,000 GVWR only accessory to F or H uses.
OUTSTANDING RESOURCE WATERS — Waters listed in § NR 102.10, Wis. Adm. Code.
P. Terms beginning with "P."
PARKING LOT — A building or premises containing one or more parking spaces open to the public free or for a fee.
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PARKING SPACE — An unobstructed area exclusively for the temporary storage of one automobile.
PATIO — An accessory paved area less than six inches in height which may go to the property boundary.
PERCENT FINES — The percentage of a given sample of soil, which passes through a # 200 sieve.
PERFORMANCE STANDARD — A narrative or measurable number specifying the minimum acceptable outcome for a facility or practice.
PERVIOUS SURFACE — An area that releases as runoff a small portion of the precipitation that falls on it. Lawns, gardens, parks, forests or other similar vegetated areas are examples of surfaces that typically are pervious.
POLLUTANT — Has the meaning given in § 283.01(13), Wis. Stats. POLLUTION — Has the meaning given in § 281.01(10), Wis. Stats.
POST-CONSTRUCTION SITE — A construction site following the completion of land-disturbing construction activity and final site stabilization.
PRE-DEVELOPMENT CONDITION — The extent and distribution of land cover types present before the initiation of land-disturbing construction activity, assuming that all land uses prior to development activity are managed in an environmentally sound manner.
PREVENTIVE ACTION LIMIT — Has the meaning given in § NR 140.05(17), Wis. Adm. Code.
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE — The office of a doctor or practitioner, dentist, minister, architect, landscape architect, professional engineer, lawyer, author, musician and other recognized professions.
PROTECTIVE AREA — An area of land that commences at the top of the channel of lakes, streams and rivers, or at the delineated boundary of wetlands, and that is the greatest of the following widths, as measured horizontally from the top of the channel or delineated wetland boundary to the closest impervious surface.
Q. Terms beginning with "Q."
R. Terms beginning with "R."
REDEVELOPMENT — Areas where development is replacing older development.
RESIDENTIAL USES — Residential uses include, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, for sleeping purposes when not classified as an institutional use. Residential uses shall be classified as R-1, R-2, or R-3.
(1) R-1 — R-1 uses contain occupants that are primarily permanent in nature and not classified as R-2, R-3, or I uses. Such uses include buildings with one or two dwelling units; accessory dwelling units; care facilities that provide accommodations for eight or fewer persons receiving care; and lodging houses with five or fewer guest rooms.
(a) ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT LIMITATION — The City permits accessory dwelling units only on lots occupied by one other dwelling unit.
(2) R-2 — R-2 uses contain sleeping units or more than two dwelling units where the occupants are primarily permanent in nature, such as multi-unit buildings, convents, or emergency services living quarters.
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(3) R-3 — R-3 uses contain sleeping units of more than two dwelling units where the occupants are primarily transient in nature, such as hotels, motels, or lodging houses with more than five guestrooms.
RESPONSIBLE PARTY — The landowner or any other entity performing services to meet the requirements of this chapter through a contract or other agreement.
RUNOFF — Stormwater or precipitation including rain, snow or ice melt or similar water that moves on the land surface via sheet or channelized flow.
S. Terms beginning with "S."
SEDIMENT — Settleable solid material that is transported by runoff, suspended within runoff or deposited by runoff away from its original location.
SEPARATE STORM SEWER — A conveyance or system of conveyances including roads with drainage systems, streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, constructed channels or storm drains, which meets all of the following criteria:
(1) Is designed or used for collecting water or conveying runoff.
(2) Is not part of a combined sewer system.
(3) Is not part of a publicly owned wastewater treatment works that provides secondary or more stringent treatment.
(4) Discharges directly or indirectly to waters of the state.
SETBACK — The minimum distance between the property line and the nearest point of a building excluding permitted projections.
SILVICULTURE ACTIVITY — Activities including tree nursery operations, tree harvesting operations, reforestation, tree thinning, prescribed burning, and pest and fire control. Clearing and grubbing of an area of a construction site is not a silviculture activity.
STOP-WORK ORDER — An order issued by the City Engineer which requires that all construction activity on the site be stopped.
STORAGE USES — Storage uses include, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, for storage not classified as an H use. A room or space used for storage purposes that is accessory to another occupancy shall be classified as part of that occupancy.
(1) MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR GARAGES — The City classifies motor vehicle repair garages as a storage use, unless they store enough hazardous materials to qualify as a high hazard use.
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN — A comprehensive plan designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants from stormwater, after the site has under gone final stabilization, following completion of the construction activity.
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM PLAN — Is a comprehensive plan designed to reduce the discharge of runoff and pollutants from hydrologic units on a regional or municipal scale.
STORY — That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor next above it, or if there be no floor above it, then the space between such floor and the ceiling next above it except that a basement shall not be considered a story if its ceiling is less than four feet above the finished grade along the front of the building.
STORY - HALF — A story under a gable, hip or gambrel roof, the wall plates of which on at least
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two opposite exterior walls are not more than four feet above the floor of such story.
STREETS — Public thoroughfares which afford a primary means of access to abutting property or any proposed thoroughfares designated "new streets" on the Official Map for the City of South Milwaukee.
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS — Any change in the supporting members of a building such as bearing walls or partitions, columns, beams or girders.
STRUCTURE — Anything constructed or erected taller than six inches, the use of which requires a permanent location on the ground or attached to something having a permanent location on the ground for any occupancy or use whatsoever.
T. Terms beginning with "T."
TECHNICAL STANDARD — A document that specifies design, predicted performance and operation and maintenance specifications for a material, device or method.
TOP OF THE CHANNEL — An edge, or point on the landscape landward from the ordinary high-water mark of a surface water of the state, where the slope of the land begins to be less than 12% continually for at least 50 feet. If the slope of the land is 12% or less continually for the initial 50 feet landward from the ordinary high-water mark, the top of the channel is the ordinary high-water mark.
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD or TMDL — The amount of pollutants, specified as a function of one or more water quality parameters, that can be discharged per day into a water quality limited segment and still ensure attainment of the applicable water quality standard.
TP-40 — Technical Paper No. 40, Rainfall Frequency Atlas of the United States, published in 1961.
TR-55 — The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (previously Soil Conservation Service), Urban Hydrology for Small Watersheds, Second Edition, Technical Release 55, June 1986, which is incorporated by reference for this chapter.
TRAILER — Any vehicle, house car or any portable or mobile vehicle on wheels, skids, rollers or blocks, either self-propelled or propelled by any other means, which is used or designed to be used for living, sleeping or commercial purposes.
TRANSPORTATION FACILITY — A highway, a railroad, a public mass transit facility, a public-use airport, a public trail or any other public work for transportation purposes such as harbor improvements under § 85.095(1)(b), Wis. Stats. "Transportation facility" does not include building sites for the construction of public buildings and buildings that are places of employment that are regulated by the Department pursuant to § 281.33, Wis. Stats.
TSS — Total suspended solids.
TYPE II DISTRIBUTION — A rainfall type curve as established in the "United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, Technical Paper 149, published in 1973."
U. Terms beginning with "U."
UTILITY AND ACCESSORY USES — Buildings and structures of an accessory character and miscellaneous structures not classified in any other specific use. Utility and miscellaneous uses include amateur radio service antennas; beekeeping; carports; composting structures; donation drop-off boxes; electric vehicle charging stations; fowl; geothermal energy systems; portable storage units; livestock shelters; private garages; satellite antennas; sheds; solar energy systems, and temporary structures (not including children's play structures) existing no longer than 60 days.


Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/SO3798 on 2025-10-20

City of South Milwaukee, WI
§ 15.28	SOUTH MILWAUKEE CODE	§ 15.28

(1) General provisions. The City permits accessory uses only in connection with lawfully established principal uses, and they are subject to the same regulations that apply to principal uses on the subject lot, unless otherwise expressly stated.
(2) When allowed. The City limits accessory uses to those expressly regulated in this section or elsewhere in the zoning chapter, as well as those that, in the determination of the Zoning Administrator, satisfy all the following criteria:
(a) One may customarily find them in conjunction with the principal use of the subject property;
(b) They are subordinate and clearly incidental to the principal use of the property; and
(c) They serve a necessary function for or contribute to the comfort, safety, or convenience of occupants of the principal use.
(3) Time of construction and establishment. One may only establish an accessory use after the principal use.
(4) Location. Accessory uses must be located on the same lot as the principal use to which they are accessory, unless otherwise expressly stated.
(5) Composting.
(a) Size. The City permits small-scale, non-commercial composting fewer than 50 cubic yards (38.2m3).
(b) Locational limitations. Property owners may compost only landscape waste generated from plants grown and maintained on the subject lot or food waste resulting from food preparation or consumption by residents of the subject lot and their visitors. The City does not intend this provision to prohibit property owners from adding outside materials or ingredients to speed or enhance decomposition.
(c) Meat products. The City prohibits meat products in compost bins.
(d) Rodent protection. Property owners must place all compost waste within rodent-resistant compost bins.
(e) Animal waste. The City permits only animal waste from herbivores within compost bins.
(f) Burning expressly prohibited. No person may burn compost within the City.
(6) Donation drop-off boxes.
(a) General. The City limits donation drop-off boxes to the Z-3, Z-4, and M-1 Zoning Districts.
(b) Number allowed. The City permits one donation drop-off box per property.
(c) Location. Donation drop-off boxes are exempt from the street yard setback requirements for accessory structures; however, no property owner may locate the box closer than three feet (0.9 m) from any property line.
(7) Electric vehicle charging stations.
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(a) Parking. Property owners must reserve public electric vehicle charging stations for parking and charging electric vehicles. Owners must post signs reserving the space for electric vehicle charging purposes.
(b) Equipment. Property owners must design and locate EV charging equipment not to impede pedestrian, bicycle, or wheelchair movement or create safety hazards on sidewalks.
(c) Posted information. Property owners must post information identifying voltage and amperage levels and any type of use, fees, or safety information related to the electric vehicle charging station.
(8) Geothermal energy systems. Property owners must locate geothermal energy systems completely within their property or within appropriate easements. Property owners may not locate any portion of a geothermal energy system within a stream or stream buffer.
(9) Portable storage units. The City exempts portable storage units from street-yard setbacks for up to 31 consecutive days within a twelve-month period. The City permits portable storage units on properties longer than 31 days for properties with an active building permit.
(10) Satellite antennas. Satellite dishes accessory to R uses may not exceed 36 inches (91.4 cm) in diameter.
(11) Solar energy systems. The City classifies non-accessory solar energy systems as F-1 uses.
V. Terms beginning with "V."
VARIANCE — A departure from the terms of this chapter as applied to a specific building, structure or parcel of land which the Board of Appeals may permit, contrary to the regulations of this chapter for the zone in which such building, structure or parcel of land is located, when the board finds that a literal application of such regulations will effect a hardship limitation on the use of the property which does not generally apply to other properties in the same zone and for which there is no compensating gain to the public health, safety or welfare.
VEHICULAR USE AREA — A vehicular use area is an outdoor area on a lot used for the storage and operation of motor vehicles, including parking lots, vehicle storage areas, vehicle display areas, loading areas, driveways, and drive-through lanes. Includes those portions of Lake Michigan and
VISION TRIANGLE — An area of unobstructed visibility at the intersection of two streets or at the intersection of a driveway and a street, intended to provide adequate sight distance for drivers entering or crossing roadways.
(1) Street intersection vision triangle: a triangular area formed by measuring 40 feet along the edge of pavement of each intersecting street from their point of intersection and connecting the endpoints to form the third side of the triangle. No structure, fence, wall, sign, vegetation, or other obstruction over 3.5 feet in height, measured from the elevation of the nearest edge of pavement, shall be located within this area.
(2) Driveway vision triangle: a triangular area formed by measuring 20 feet along the edge of pavement of the driveway and 20 feet along the edge of pavement of the perpendicular street from the point where they meet, and connecting the endpoints to form the third side of the triangle. No structure, fence, wall, sign, vegetation, or other obstruction over 3.5 feet in height, measured from the elevation of the nearest edge of pavement, shall be located within this area.
(3) Exceptions:
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(a) Utility poles, traffic control devices, fire hydrants, and other public infrastructure may be located within the vision triangle if they do not obstruct visibility, including USPS mailboxes and trees.
(b) Alternative configurations may be approved by the City Engineer or designee if it is demonstrated that adequate sight distance is maintained, such as where stop signs or traffic signals are present.
(c) In built-to-line districts or constrained right-of-way conditions, modifications may be granted through administrative review.
Figure V-2 Vision Triangle

W. Terms beginninng with "W."
WATERS OF THE STATE — Includes those portions of Lake Michigan and Lake Superior within the boundaries of this state, and all lakes, bays, rivers, streams, springs, ponds, wells, impounding reservoirs, marshes, watercourses, drainage systems and other surface water or groundwater, natural or artificial, public or private, within this state or its jurisdiction.
WETLAND ALTERATION — Any filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, excavating, temporary water level stabilization measures or dike and dam construction in a wetland area.
WETLANDS — Those areas where water is at, near or above the land surface long enough to support aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation and which have soils indicative of wet conditions.
X. Terms beginning with "X."
Y. Terms beginning with "Y."
YARD — An open space on a lot upon which a building is situated, unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward except as otherwise provided in this chapter.
YARD - FRONT — A yard extending across the full width of a lot between the front lot line and the nearest point of a principal building and at a setback distance as provided for in the zone.
YARD - REAR — A yard directly opposite from the front yard extending the full width of the lot between a lot line and the nearest point of a building at a setback distance as provided for in the zone.
YARD - SIDE — A yard extending from the front yard to the rear yard and between a side lot line and the nearest point of a building and a setback distance as provided for in the zone.
YARD - STREET — A yard extending the full width of a lot between a street line and the nearest point of a building at a setback distance as provided for in the zone.
Z. Terms beginning with "Z."
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[bookmark: §_15.29_Native_Plantings_Species_List.]§ 15.29. Native Plantings Species List.2


















































2. Editor's Note: The Native Plantings Species List is included as an attachment to this chapter.
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