
South Milwaukee
Fire Department

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow







The beginning . . .

1892

Village of 
South 

Milwaukee 
Incorporated

(Pop. 517)

March 21, 

1893

Village Clerk, 
Frank Boyle, 
advertises

for first 
chemical fire 

engine

May 8, 

1893

Fire at 
Admant Paint 

Company
10th Avenue
(Site of BE)

June 8, 

1893

Committee 
formed to 

organize a fire 
department

July 22, 

1893

Fire at 
Malleable 
Iron Works
(Site of BE)

June 26, 

1893

Newly 
organized fire 
department 

conducts first 
meeting –

11th & Madison

Firefighters 
rec’d 

notification of 
fires by a large 
bell mounted 

atop the 
firehouse

1894

October 6,

1893 

T.A. Murphy 
chosen as Chief 

of newly 
formed hose 

company

December,

1893

SMFD moved 
to new City Hall 
location on 10th

Avenue

First volunteer 
fire company 

formed in 
Philadelphia –
co-founded by 

Benjamin 
Franklin

1736

March 2, 

1893

Fire at 
Lakeview Club 

House
(Site of old 

water tower)



The Bell . . .

The bell was cast in 1894 by the Centennial Bell 
Foundry in Milwaukee. The foundry was owned 
by Scottish immigrant, Gardiner Campbell, who 

came to the US in 1850. The Centennial Bell 
Foundry was well known in the U.S. and beyond 
and was also responsible for casting the 11-ton 

bell in Milwaukee's City Hall, as well.
After his death in 1892, his sons, George and 

Henry, ran the family business. 



Milestones. . .

1897

Village of South 
Milwaukee 

officially 
becomes a city

1929

New City Hall 
built in same 

location

1962

Firefighters 
rec’d notice 
of fires by 
telephone 

with a special 
ring

1952

Firefighters 
rec’d notice of 
fires by a siren 
mounted atop 
the firehouse

Addition of 12 
paramedics –

start of           
So. Shore 

Paramedic Unit

February 1, 
1988 1975

Firefighters 
rec’d notice of 

fires by 
Plectron® 
Alerting 

Receiver and, 
eventually, 

pager

February, 
1981

Firehouse 
relocated to 

present 
location

Horse stables 
built behind 

firehouse

April 1, 
1894 1921

Fire 
Department 

horses 
replaced with 

motorized 
vehicles

1940

Ambulance 
service 

transferred 
from Police 

Dept. to Fire 
Dept.

February, 
1894

Water Dept. 
formed

Hatch Cutlery 
burns to the 

ground
(12th & Minnesota)

January, 
1895

Racine Fire 
Engine 

Company 
moves into 

town

1900



The firehouse

11th & Madison 
June - December, 1893

2

1

3

2000 Blk. of 10th Avenue
1893-1929  - 1981

929 Marshall Court
1981 - Present



The firehouse . . . then

1893-1929



The firehouse . . . then

1893-1929



The equipment . . . then



The firefighters . . . then



The firehouse . . . 

1929 – 1981
(post 1958)



The firehouse . . . 

1929 – 1981
(post 1958)

1949 American LaFrance
1958 
American LaFrance

1955 
American LaFrance



The firehouse . . . 

The Gamewell “Joker” Stand



The equipment . . . 

1958 American LaFrance1949 American LaFrance



The equipment . . . 

Cordova, Alabama

Racine, Wisconsin



The equipment . . . 

1955 American-LaFrance 100’ Aerial Ladder Truck



The firefighters . . . 

September, 1957



The firehouse . . . 



The firehouse . . . 

1929 – 1981
(post 1977)



The firehouse . . . 

February 5, 1993



The firehouse . . . 

February 5, 1993



The firehouse . . . 

February 5, 1993



The firehouse . . . 



The equipment . . . 

1970 Cadillac



The equipment . . . 

1970 Cadillac



The equipment . . . 

Circa: 1993



The equipment . . . 

1983 Pierce1968 American LaFrance
Acquired from Hoffman-

Estates (IL) in 1976



And now . . . 



Equipment . . . now 

2003 Pierce
(2007 Pierce)

2014 Dodge-Osage
(2009 Ford-Med Tech)
(2016 Dodge-Osage)

1995 Pierce



Equipment . . . now 



Equipment . . . now 



Firefighters . . . now

2016



South Milwaukee Fire Chiefs
1. T.A. Murphy 1893-1902
2. Roland Pritchard 1902-1904
3. George Lorig 1905-1908
4. Peter K. Bahl 1909-1910
5. John Gramza 1911, 1917-1920
6. William Zarback 1912-1916
7. Fred Hetzer 1921-1922
8. John O’Connell 1923-1938
9. Raymond Gee 1939-1959
10. Max Dinkelman 1960-1974
11. Russell Wendt 1975-1988
12. Donald Egner 1989-1995
13. Richard Omernik 1995-2003
14. Jay Behling 2004-2011
15. Joseph Knitter 2012-Present



Call volume over the past 50 years
YEAR FIRE EMS TOTAL

1965 225 605 830

1970 312 798 1110

1975 360 734 1094

1980 352 1105 1457

1985 327 945 1272

1987* 206 981 1187

1990 267 2566* 2833

1995 345 2638 2983

2000 437 3189 3626

2005* 305 2278 2583

2010 521 2464 2985

2015 409 2638 3047

2017 481 2707 3188



Milestones. . .
Med-10
February 1st, 1988



1968 American-LaFrance 80’ Aero Chief Articulating Platform Ladder Truck

Milestones. . .
The Bell









During its time at the Fallen Firefighter Memorial 

Park in Colorado Springs, the bell would toll for 

2,162 fallen firefighters, including the 343 that 

died in the attack on the World Trade Centers in 

New York City.

It would serve this solemn, but prestigious, 

purpose until the Memorial Park was redesigned 

in 2015 and the bell was, once again, retired.  



Bariatric Patient MovementRescue Boats

Confined Space Rescue

We do what most others can’t . . . 



Follow us on Facebook and 
at our website @

www.smfdwi.org


